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The one hundred and seventeenth Annual Meeting of the Pennsylvania Society of Sons of the Revolution was held in the Lincoln Ballroom of the Union League of Philadelphia on Thursday, April 14, 2005.
President Emeritus Curtis P. Cheyney, III, being informed that a quorum was present, called the meeting to order promptly at 5:00 p.m.  The Color Guard, let by Captain Richard Dana Smith, Sr., paraded the flags into the room and presented them to President Emeritus Cheyney.

Andrew Salisbury delivered the Invocation.

President Emeritus Cheyney welcomed the members in attendance, and announced that President Leroy M. Lewis, III, was currently ill and hospitalized.  He requested all those in attendance to please keep President Lewis in their prayers.
READING OF THE MINUTES OF THE 2004 ANNUAL MEETING
President Emeritus Cheyney noted that the minutes of the 2004 Annual Meeting had previously been distributed and asked if the reading of the minutes should be dispensed with, and if there was a motion from the floor to adopt the minutes as published.  The said motion was duly made and seconded; it was unanimously adopted by the membership in attendance.

Secretary Gordon then presented his Report, describing the activities of the Society during the period following the 2004 Annual Meeting.
REPORT OF THE SECRETARY

The Society’s activities and programs are rooted in its purposes: to perpetuate the memory of the men who in the military, naval and civil service, helped achieve our independence, to celebrate Washington’s birthday and anniversaries of important Revolutionary War events, to preserve records and artifacts from that period, to keep alive the patriotism and ideals that guided our ancestors and to promote friendship among our members.

Since the last Annual Meeting, the 116th, on April 8, 2004, your Board of Managers has met to transact the Society’s business each month except July and August.

The 116th Annual Church Service, commemorating the 227th anniversary of the Encampment of the Continental Army at Valley Forge in 1777, and remembering those members of the Society who died during the preceding year, was held on Sunday, April 25, 2004, at the Old Zion Lutheran Church, located on North Broad Street in Philadelphia. Reverend William Preston Proctor, our Chaplain, delivered the sermon, “Leadership Environment” with Reverend Heinrich Schmultzer, Ph.D., participating in the invocation, greeting and thanksgiving. The Old Testament and New Testament lessons were read by President Emeritus Curtis P. Cheyney, III and President Leroy M. Lewis III, respectively. Chairman and Secretary W. Murray Gordon presented the Necrology. Following the service about 80 members and guests attended the reception at the National Liberty Museum at 321 Chestnut Street in Philadelphia. 

The Let Freedom Ring Committee was divided into three separate committees in 2004 to sharpen focus on the growing and complex annual program for the 36th year of our Society’s sponsorship.  The National Committee undertook the mission to promote bell ringing ceremonies at 2:00 PM EDST on July 4th. A simultaneous 13- bell tolls bell occurred at precisely the same time at sites all across the United States, while the two other committees were responsible for organizing the July 4th  Luncheon, and the Independence Hall / Liberty Bell ceremony for Philadelphia. 


Over 7000 brochures were mailed to bell ringers, newspapers and magazines, municipalities and other institutions in the United States.  Ads and press releases were prepared, as well as radio and television broadcast discs.  A state grant of $25,000 in support of costs was received and Pennsylvania Governor Edward G. Rendell served as the national spokesperson.  An emphasis was placed on statewide venues, including major ceremonies in Harrisburg and Pittsburgh.

On July 4th, 2004, the Pennsylvania Society of Sons of the Revolution held its 36th consecutive Let Freedom Ring Ceremony celebrating the 228th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence.   For the first time the event was held on the Chestnut Street side of Independence Hall with members, visitors and tourists in attendance.  The audience enjoyed musical selections from the Philadelphia Boys Choir, Lt Kevin Pierce, and Kay Seamayer. The ceremony was accented by the participation of the Marine Silent Drill Team, Nathan Hale Ancient Fife and Drums, Navy Color Guard, Second Pennsylvania Regiment of the Continental Line, and the Pennsylvania Society of Sons of the Revolution’s Color Guard. Those in attendance were also treated to insightful addresses and welcomes from Keynote speaker Vice Admiral Timothy Keating, Commander Michael Graham of the USS Laboon, Superintendent Mary Bomar of INHP, Mayor of Philadelphia John Street, and Governor of Pennsylvania Edward Rendell.  At 2:00 p.m., four young descendants of the Signers of the Declaration of Independence; one from Pittsburgh and three from Virginia, gently tapped the Liberty Bell as the Centennial Tower Bell simultaneously rang thirteen times, joined by thousands of bells throughout our country in celebration of our freedom.  A very special moment during the event was the ceremonial return of the September 11th Pentagon Flag to the United States from the Middle East where the Fighting Marlins Squadron flew it over the capitals of Afghanistan and Iraq.  The event ended dramatically with the song “Let Freedom Ring” sung by Kay Seamayer and the Color Guard formal procession.
  
The US Navy sent the USS Laboon, a destroyer with crew of over 360, to Philadelphia to be hosted by the Society for the week, which included a public welcoming at Penn’s Landing on June 30.  Our members were able to enjoy a number of events aboard.  

In addition, 2004 brought Let Freedom Ring to an international focus with ceremonies being held in England and France.  A group of French citizens commissioned an exact replica of the Liberty Bell, called the Normandy Liberty Bell, which can replicate the true sound of the original icon before it cracked.  It rang out on July 4 in Caen, Normandy, France, truly making Let Freedom Ring an international celebration.

The Society, MC’d by President Emeritus Curtis Cheyney, attended a spectacular ceremony held in Harrisburg conducted by the First Troop Philadelphia City Cavalry. Notable participants in the ceremony included the Honorable Catherine Baker Knoll, Lieutenant Governor of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in representation of Governor Rendell’s role as the national spokesperson for Let Freedom Ring. The keynote speaker was Dr. Ray Raymond, MBE, FSRA, Political Officer from the Office of the Consulate General of the United Kingdom.

Over 200 members, children, and guests enjoyed the reception and luncheon preceding the Let Freedom Ring Ceremony at the Society Hill Sheraton.  Vice President Winchell Smith Carroll and his committee chairmen  worked diligently to produce an excellent event in Philadelphia and an ever growing number of satellite ceremonies around the world.  The chairmen were Lanny R. Patten. Leif A. Zetterberg, Adam Flint, and William H. Dutcher, III.

A new website exclusively devoted to Let Freedom Ring was developed and became active. It will facilitate on-line registration for bell ringing in future years and will encourage feedback from events that are held.

The Musket Ball, chaired by Harvard C. Wood IV, commemorating the Revolutionary War victories at Saratoga and Yorktown, was held at the Merion Cricket Club in November, 2004.  About 180 members and guests feasted on an excellent dinner and enjoyed dancing to the lively music of a new orchestra, G-Force, which brought great reviews from everyone in attendance.  Harvard Castle Wood, IV, and his committee succeeded in producing an enjoyable event.

This year marked the Pennsylvania Society’s 101st anniversary of the celebration of George Washington’s birthday.  The dinner was held at the Union League of Philadelphia on Saturday, February 19, 2005.  After dinner, society members and their guests enjoyed several hours of dancing with music provided by the Jon Lewis Orchestra.  This year the honored guests included M. Hall Worthington – GSSR President, Mary A. Bomar, Acting Director of the NE Region, National Park Service, and Thomas M. Daly, President and CEO of the American Revolutionary Center at Valley Forge.  Under the leadership of Committee Chairman, Edward Kellogg, and the Historian, James Marvin, arrangements were made to display two rare ceremonial swords that belonged to General Anthony Wayne. These swords are currently on loan to the U.S. Mint in Philadelphia. The Chairman and his Committee earned a salute of gratitude for a well-planned party.

The New Citizens Reception Committee, under the leadership of J. Gillmur Tyson, III hosted 2 ceremonies this past year. A special New Citizens Ceremony was held on Thursday, November 18, 2004 at 10:00 a.m. in the Ceremonial Courtroom at 6th & Market Streets, Philadelphia. Our own Board member, Judge Thomas O’ Neill officiated at the ceremony and invited a guest speaker for the event; Dr. Thomas M. Devlin - retired head of Biochemistry from Hahnemann University. Cake and punch was served after the ceremony.

The Younger Member Committee, chaired by Harvard C. Wood, IV, hosted a "Winter Dinner" on Wednesday, January 26th, the dinner was held at Tequilas Restaurant, 1602 Locust Street, Philadelphia. They had the pleasure to participate in a Tequila tasting given by the owner, David Suro.  The committee enjoyed specialty hors d'oeuvres before sitting down to an authentic Mexican dinner. Attending the dinner were younger members and guests.  The evening was a great success and the committee plans to hold a similar event in the future.

In May, 2004, the Younger Member Committee hosted a tailgate at the annual Radnor Hunt races.  All society members attending enjoyed the good food and drinks provided by the younger members.  They are planning to host the event again this year.

The Newsletter Committee, chaired by Philip S. Pyne, produced 4 editions of the Newsletter this year, which included 3 primary publications and a Let Freedom Ring summer edition. The Newsletter constitutes an important means of communication with our membership about Society events and activities and other items of interest.  It remains a major focus of those visiting the Society’s web site.

Special projects and public programs, co-chaired by James Marvin and Theodore E. Wiederseim, reflect our commitment to our goals.  During the past year the Board of Managers authorized or acknowledged the following projects and programs: 1) Approval of a grant for “Spirit of America” Freedoms Foundation in the amount of $4,800.00 for twelve Pennsylvania high school students to participate in a four-day youth conference program to be conducted from October 2004 thru April 2005. The committee viewed the CD presentation from the Foundation and approved of the three-day curriculum.  PSSR will receive attribution for its donation. 2) The PSSR has renewed the annual contract with the Michener Museum, allowing them to keep the Rembrandt Peale portrait of George Washington for another year. 3) The Friends of Independence National Historical Park (FINHP) requested $10,000 for a community awareness exhibit at the Second National Bank.  The funds are to be used to help educate over 50,000 visitors as to how an 18th Century philosophical movement called “The Enlightenment” fostered unprecedented political and social change in America.  4) The FINHP also received a grant of $5,000 to be used at the Philadelphia Flower Show, which enable the Let Freedom Ring Committee to talk to visitors at the show about the Ceremony on July 4th..  5) The last payment to the National Constitution Center was also completed where the Society holds the position of Founding Delegates.

The Membership Committee, under the leadership of Thomas J. Showler, is in the process of examining the application process – hoping to streamline it.  The Committee also is investigating other issues such as the Life Membership procedure, recognition of and involvement of newly-admitted members into the Society, and ways of honoring sponsors of new members.

Jefferson M. Moak, Registrar, reports that the total membership of our Society, including 39 junior members, is currently 1096, down from 1106 members at the 2004 Annual Meeting. 

The Information Systems and Technology Committee (ISTC), chaired by Albert E. Feather, have continued to improve the development of the Society’s internet web site, which is professionally maintained by MillerDesign Works.  The ISTC experienced a relatively light year having made substantial technology acquisitions the prior year during the move to new quarters.  The Society did purchase a new Dell Notebook computer early in 2004 for use by the Administrator that replaced an older unit.  That system was then consigned to the Lancaster Chapter for their use.  This represented the only major outlay of funds on a single item. 

The 2004 ISTC budget included monies for the further development of the Let Freedom Ring website that was successfully launched this past year.  Please be sure to visit www.let-freedom-ring.org  for a first rate website experience, and to see one of the many high quality programs your Society supports.  On-going operational expenses have included costs to administer the Society website (www.amrev.org) and routine maintenance of hardware and systems in the Society offices in Philadelphia. For the coming year, the ISTC will be performing an evaluation of the equipment and systems in use and will offer recommendations to improve efficiencies of operations.

In concluding, I thank the many members of the Board, Shirley Sadak and Barbara Witlin, for their help in gathering the information for this report.








Respectfully submitted,

W. Murray Gordon.








Secretary

President Emeritus Cheyney returned to the podium and asked whether there were any additions or corrections to Secretary Gordon’s report.  Hearing none, he asked if there was a motion from the floor to adopt the report as presented.  Such a motion was forthcoming and being duly made and seconded, it was unanimously adopted by the membership.
Stephen Wesley Holt, Treasurer of the Society then presented his report, describing the finances of the Society.

REPORT OF THE TREASURER
 

I would like to start my report with a heartfelt thank you to those who have helped me meet the challenges of my second year as your Treasurer.  President Leroy Lewis has always made himself available to help me as has the former treasurer and current Vice-President Robert Van Gulick. And of course, a very big thank you to Shirley Sadak, our ever-faithful Executive Director who has generously given her time and talents.  

 

I am pleased to report that the finances of the Society continue in good order. As is often said, timing is everything.  I am very pleased to be able, once again, to report quite favorable results of the Society’s investments and of the Society’s operating performance, for which I give myself no credit. 

 

The public accounting firm of Zelenkofske Axelrod LLC will soon be starting work on an audit of the fiscal year ending December 31, 2004. The numbers I will be reporting to you should be considered draft. 

 

During the 1990s the Society was the beneficiary of a significant growth in the stock market.  The years 1999 through 2002, however, presented a very challenging environment in which maintaining a strong fund balance and a fiscally sound operating budget were all the more critical. Relief, however, came in 2003 and 2004. 

 

Which prompts me to take note of the extraordinary leadership that Harland Johnson provided for twenty years as Chair of the Finance Committee.  Under his leadership the general or operating portion of the endowment bounced back strongly in 2003 which carried nicely into 2004 helping the Society’s total endowment.

 

Through the dedicated efforts of our President, the budget committee, Finance Committee, Chaired by Robert Van Gulick, Richard Dana Smith, Captain of the Color Guard and Quartermaster of the Color Guard, William Steven Mark, and the event committee chairmen, the Society has been able to preserve its financial strength while fulfilling the mission envisioned by our founders.

 

The Society’s investment portfolio assets on a combined basis were $8,928,000 as of December 31, 2004 compared to $7,714,000 on December 31, 2003, an increase of $1,214,000 or 15.7%.   The S&P in the same period increased 10.9% and the Wilshire 5000 increased 12.6%.  The Society’s investment focus continues to be long-term growth. 

 

I would like to speak for a moment of the Society’s operating financial performance for the year.  We entered 2004 with a most challenging budget.  The challenge, which the board accepted, was to decrease the amount of our operations funded from our endowment.  We rose to this challenge and indeed went beyond.  We had budgeted a subsidy of approximately $92,000.  We ended the year with a subsidy of $84,000 or 8% better than budget.  This is a very significant improvement over the past several years and represents a solid accomplishment for President Lewis, who has emphasized to the board, chairs and staff, the need for fiscal restraint.  This improved performance resulted from the decreased cost of events, a decision to publish the annual proceedings in a new and cost effective manner in 2005 and holding the line on the expenses related to public programs.  All of this is against a backdrop, of which the board is ever mindful, of the Rorer Trust contribution ending in 2022.

 

Certainly a highlight of 2004 was the receipt of a $25,000 grant from Pennsylvania’s Office of Community and Economic Development to support the national promotion of Let Freedom Ring.  This grant was secured through the hard work of President Lewis, a strong advocate of increased grant funding for our public programs, Shirley Sadak, Winchell Carroll and Curt Cheyney.  Thank you. 

We again have a most challenging budget to meet this year.  But with the leadership of President Lewis and a committed board we have “signed on” to once again “land” if not “beat” the budget. 

 

Moving into 2005 we continue to experience the tug and pull of the following competing goals: 1) reduce the subsidies of our events from our endowment, 2) maintain our events at a standard to which we have all become accustomed, and 3) price the tickets at a level to keep previous attendees coming back while attracting new attendees, 4) continue our public programs in a way to meet the mission envisioned by our founders. We have to struggle to meet these often competing goals within the ever-increasing cost of events and public programs in one of the most expensive cities in the country. 

I would like to express my thanks once again to Shirley Sadak, Barbara Dickenson and to all of those who have contributed so many hours of their time to the ever-increasing activities of the nation’s most vibrant descendancy Society.

 

I would be pleased to entertain any questions at this time.

Respectfully submitted

Stephen Wesley Holt







Treasurer

President Emeritus Cheyney returned to the podium and asked whether there were any additions or corrections to Treasurer Holt’s report.  Hearing none, he asked if there was a motion from the floor to adopt the report as presented.  Such a motion was forthcoming and duly made and seconded, it was unanimously adopted by the membership.

Richard Dana Smith, Sr., Captain of the Color Guard, then presented the report, describing the activities of the Color Guard.

REPORT OF THE CAPTAIN OF THE COLOR GUARD
I am pleased to announce the Color Guard continues to be proactive in its duties of the care, custody, and proper official display of the Colors, Flags and Standards of the Society. The Guard again had a very active year.

In the past twelve months we issued four General Orders for call to duty of the official assembles of the Society. Starting with last years annual meeting on 08 April 2004; the Valley Forge Encampment Commemoration and Church Service on 25 April at Old Zion Lutheran Church, Philadelphia, PA; The Independence Day Celebration on 04 July 2004 at Independence Square; and finally Washington’s Birthday Commemoration on 21 February 2004 at the Union League.

The Guard held its annual Planked Shad meeting on 20 May 2004 at Gulf Mills Golf Club hosted by Joe Castle, and we had our annual Roast Pig Dinner on 04 November 2004 at the Philadelphia Club hosted by Captain Smith.

In addition, the Color volunteered to greet the destroyer USS Laboon on July 2nd at Penns Landing. A special thanks to First Sergeant Lewis Graham for taking command in the Officers absence and to Guardsman David Ermine for coordinating the event.

After the 4th of July Ceremony we had our traditional picnic for the Guardsmen’s family hosted by Guardsman Ben Wolfe at his Newtown Square home.

The guard was scheduled for two drills; the first was a dismounted drill held on 03 June 2004 at Radnor Hunt Club, the second full practice with flags was held on 15 February 2005 at the Union League. In addition to our two annual drills we also had a Captain’s Party and Drill Weekend at the Hotel Hershey, Hershey, Pennsylvania on 17 September through 19 September, 2004. We drilled inside the hotel due to the horrific storm conditions on Saturday and drilled outside Sunday morning in the beautiful Hershey Gardens in view of the entire hotel. It was spectacular.

The Guard’s finance committee met prior to our dismounted practice on 03 June 2004 chaired by Captain Smith. I am pleased to report we are still in good financial condition (please refer to the secretary’s report). During the year 2004 the Color Guard contributed to the funding of two projects:

1) The Society’s “Let Freedom Ring” $25,000. 

2) The National Constitution Center $10,000.

The Guard continues in its commitment to underwrite 50% of the Society’s office rental.

On 20 January 2005 the Color Guard had its Annual Meeting at the Corinthian Yacht Club Essington, PA hosted by Curtis Paul Cheney, III.
Officers elected to serve were:

Richard D. Smith, Sr., Captain

W. Steven Mark, MD, 1st Lt. and Quarter Master
Jonathan H. Fitzgerald, 2nd Lt.

Lief Andrew Zetterberg, Membership Chairman

Anthony Morris, VII, Historian

Appointments made for the 2005 term include:

Lewis Sidney Graham, Jr., First Sergeant

Richard Walkup, Second Sergeant

Richard Renato Paul Distefano, Flag Chairman

J. Gillmur Tyson III, Uniform and Insignia Chairman

I want to give special recognition to our Flag Chairman Rick Distefano who is stepping down as a Vice President of the Pennsylvania Society.  When we have an event he is responsible for getting the flags there and setting them up. He is also responsible for putting them away after the event. It’s like magic the flags appear and they then disappear. 

We lost two members due to death. Martin P. Snyder died on 11/14/04. He was member of the Guard since 1948 and president of the Society from 1973 to 1976. Craig Wright Muckle, Jr. died 03/23/05.  He was a member of the Guard since 1980. We elected two new members during the past year, Theodore E. Wiederseim, III and Harvard C. Wood, IV. Our total membership today is 67, with 32 active members and 35 veteran members. 

In starting my forth year as Captain of the Color Guard I am very proud to be serving with everyone in the Society and enthusiastically look forward to the coming year. 

Respectively submitted,

Richard D. Smith, Sr., Captain

President Emeritus Cheyney returned to the podium, thanked the Captain for his report and asked whether there were any additions or corrections to Captain Smith’s report.  Hearing none, he asked if there was a motion to adopt the report as presented.  Such a motion was presented and being duly made and seconded, it was unanimously adopted by the membership present and shall be placed for publication with the Report of the Annual Meeting 2005.

Arthur Doniphen Old, Regent of the Lancaster County Chapter, then presented his report, describing the activities of the Chapter since the last Annual Meeting 2004.

REPORT OF THE REGENT OF THE LANCASTER COUNTY CHAPTER

The Lancaster County Chapter participated in two events held after the 2004 State Society year closed.  Those two activities are included in this report.

The first was the Annual Church Service at Old Zion Lutheran Church, Philadelphia, attended by eight members and guests.

The second was our annual meeting on May 2, 2004.  Fifty-four members and guests attended, including President Leroy Moody Lewis, III and President Emeritus Curtis Paul Cheyney, III, Esq.  Captain Edward A. Davis, USN Retired discussed A View from Within.  

On September 27th, Capital Day, the anniversary of the day in 1777 when Lancaster was the National Capital, was celebrated with a luncheon and program held at the Hamilton Club.  Forty-one members and guest attended.  Associate Professor of History Emeritus at Millersville University, James A. Jolly spoke on George Washington, The Indispensable Man.  

On July 4th, fourteen members and guests attended the State Society’s Let Freedom Ring Luncheon and Ceremony in Philadelphia.

We held our Fall Meeting on November 8th at Stauffer Mansion.  Mr. C. Eugene Moore, Past President of the Heritage Center of Lancaster County, presented a program titled: “Political Humor from Revolutionary Times to the Present”.  A new member to the State Society and the newest Chapter member, Emanuel Paul Peters, was presented with his Society tie.  Two prospective members were introduced.   Twenty-seven members and guests attended.  Light refreshments followed the meeting.

Seven attended the George Washington Birthday Party on February 19, 2005 at the Union League.  Mr. and Mrs. Peter Laurence Hill Byrne provided hor d’oeuvres and wine for the bus trip to Philadelphia.

We participated in the Spring, Summer, and Fall Naturalization Days held in Lancaster County.  Naturalization Day Chairman John Herman Bowman, MD, assisted by Paul Harnish Ripple, MD and Arthur Doniphan Old, presented each of the two hundred and twenty–seven new citizens with a copy of the Declaration of Independence and a certificate containing the Naturalization Oath.  

Program Chairman William Wistar Hamilton, III ably handled the arrangements for the three Chapter Meetings.

Transportation Chairman James Henry Martin made travel arrangements for our attendance at the Let Freedom Ring Ceremony, George Washington’s Birthday Party, and our trip to this meeting.

Treasurer John Ward Willson Loose and Budget Chairman John Harlan Moore, Sr., have kept us within budget.

Our Telephone Committee, chaired by Douglas Wadsworth Gibson, has once again provided excellent service by contacting our local members to remind them of and encourage them to support State and Chapter events.

The Nominating Committee, chaired by Silas Kendrick Eshleman, III, MD, has filled the slate for the 2005 – 2006 Chapter year. 

The Chapter has one hundred and six members.  We had X members travel to Philadelphia to attend the PA State Society Annual Meeting.

 We have lost three members over the past year with the deaths of  William Boyd Feller, a member since 1997, Thomas Clair Smith, a member since 1984 and Harold Diffenderffer, a member since 1956.
Thomas Smith was a Past Secretary and served on our Executive Committee in the Class of 2000.  We gained two members since last year, have two sets of papers in progress, and we are working with another potential applicant.  

On behalf of the Officers, the Executive Committee, and the members of the Lancaster County Chapter, I would like to thank President Lewis, the Board of Managers, the State liaison for the chapter, John Stager Shirk, and Executive Director Shirley Sadak, and Barbara Dickenson for their support and guidance over the past year.







Respectfully submitted, 
Arthur Doniphan Old

Regent, Lancaster County Chapter

President Emeritus Cheyney returned to the podium and asked whether there were any additions or corrections to Regent Old’s report.  Hearing none, he asked if there was a motion from the floor to adopt the report as presented.  Such a motion was forthcoming and being duly made and seconded, it was unanimously adopted by the membership.
RECOGNITION AND PRESENTATION OF ROSETTES TO NEW MEMBERS
RECOGNITION AND PRESENTATION OF CERTIFICATES TO FIFTY YEAR MEMBERS

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

President Emeritus Cheyney asked if there was any Unfinished Business to be brought before the membership.  There was none.

NEW BUSINESS

President Emeritus Cheyney asked if there was any New Business to be brought before the membership.  There was none.

ELECTIONS

President Emeritus Cheyney then asked Joseph L. Loughran, Esq. to act as Judge of Elections and relinquished the chair to him.
REPORT OF THE NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE

Joseph L. Loughran came forward to the podium and called for the list of Proposed Nominess for 2005.

President




Leroy Moody Lewis, III


Vice President




Winchell Smith Carroll

Vice President




Robert William Fenstermacher, Jr.


Vice President




Harland Wetmore Johnson

Vice President




Francis Edward Peltier


Vice President




Robert Reynolds Van Gulick, Jr.


Secretary




William Murray Gordon


Assistant Secretary



Harvard Castle Wood, IV


Treasurer




Stephen Wesley Holt


Assistant Treasurer



Lanny Ray Patten


Registrar




Jefferson Monroe Moak, II


Assistant Registrar



James Boote Congdon, M.D.


Historian




James Whitney Marvin, Jr.


Assistant Historian



William Hawley Dutcher, III


Chaplain






Counselor




Robert James McNelly, Esq.


Manager (Class of 2005-2008)

A. Benjamin Leavenworth

Manager (Class of 2005-2008)

James Henry Martin 

Manager (Class of 2005-2008)

Philip Schuyler Pyne 

Manager (Class of 2005-2008)

Stephen George Darlington

Manager (Class of 2004-2007)

Peter Laurence Hill Byrne 

Manager (Class of 2004-2007)

Edward Richards Winslow Kellogg


Manager (Class of 2004-2007)

The Honorable Thomas Newman
      O’Neill, Jr.


Manager (Class of 2004-2007)

Joseph Gillmur Tyson, III

Manager (Class of 2003-2006)

Albert Earl Feather


Manager (Class of 2003-2006)

Adam Polhemus Flint


Manager (Class of 2003-2006)

John Thomas Showler


Manager (Class of 2003-2006)

Leif Andrew Zetterberg

The slate was presented to the membership in attendance.  A motion was made and seconded and the slate was accepted unanimously.  

Welcome of New Officers and Managers

Now, I would like to ask all the newly elected Officers and Managers to come up to the front for two reasons.  First, I’m under strict orders from Shirley to get them all together so that we can get a picture for the Newsletter.  Second, I want all of you to give them a round of applause.  Their work starts tomorrow, so give them a real morale boost today!

All of these gentlemen have volunteered to work on your behalf.  All of them will be spending their time to support the object of the Society, to perpetuate the memory of the men and women who served in the Revolutionary War and gave birth to our country and the freedoms we enjoy today. 

I would like to ask each of you to consider the sacrifices our ancestors made.  Each of these gentlemen before you will be serving on or chairing a committee or two.  They could use your help.  Please consider how you could be of assistance to one of these men.  And, then when called, agree to serve.  If each person here volunteered to give just 4 hours a quarter to assist the Society, that would be almost a year’s worth of help and assistance.  

Thank you, gentlemen, you may be seated.  

Appreciation and Gratitude Extended to Retiring Officers and Managers

Just as there are new Officers and Managers, there are also three gentlemen leaving this year.  I would like to ask those present to stand as I read their names.

· John Herman Bowman, M.D.
· Richard Renato Paul Di Stefano, Sr., Esq.

· Theodore Edward Wiederseim

President Emeritus Cheyney then requested Captain Smith to retire the flags.  The Officers, Managers and members of the Society rose as the flags were paraded out of the room.

The 2005 Annual Meeting was adjourned at approximately 6:23 p.m.

Cocktails and a seated dinner followed in Lincoln Hall. 








Respectfully submitted,








W. Murray Gordon







Secretary
