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The one hundred and eighteenth Annual Meeting of the Pennsylvania Society of Sons of the Revolution was held in the Lincoln Ballroom of the Union League of Philadelphia on Thursday, April 13th, 2006.

President Harland Wetmore Johnson, being informed that a quorum was present, called the meeting to order promptly at 5:00 p.m.  The Color Guard, led by Captain Richard Dana Smith, Sr., paraded the flags into the room and presented them to the President.

Reverend William Preston Proctor, the Society’s Chaplain, delivered the Invocation.

President Johnson welcomed the members in attendance.

READING OF THE MINUTES OF THE 2005 ANNUAL MEETING

President Johnson noted that the minutes of the 2005 Annual Meeting had previously been distributed and asked if the reading of the minutes should be dispensed with, and if there was a motion from the floor to adopt the minutes as published.  The said motion was duly made and seconded; it was unanimously adopted by the membership in attendance.

Secretary Gordon then presented his Report, describing the activities of the Society during the period following the 2005 Annual Meeting.

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY

The Society’s activities and programs are rooted in its purposes: to perpetuate the memory of the men who in the military, naval and civil service, helped achieve our independence, to celebrate Washington’s birthday and anniversaries of important Revolutionary War events, to preserve records and artifacts from that period, to keep alive the patriotism and ideals that guided our ancestors and to promote friendship among our members. 

Since the last Annual Meeting, the 117th, on April 14, 2005, your Board of Managers has met to transact the Society’s business each month except July and August.

The 117th Annual Church Service, Co-Chaired By Peter L. Byrne and W. Murray Gordon, commemorated the 227th anniversary of the Encampment of the Continental Army at Valley Forge in 1777, and remembering those members of the Society who died during the preceding year, was held on Sunday, April 24, 2005 at the Lititz Moravian Church in Lititz, Pennsylvania and was attended by our members and their guests. The message of the day was “We Know Love By This” by Reverend Richard Bruchart. Bible verses were read by President Emeritus Curtis P. Cheyney, III and Vice President Ronald W. Fenstermacher. A Prayer of Thanksgiving was given by Arthur D. Old, Regent, Lancaster County Chapter. Secretary W. Murray Gordon read the Necrology.  The post-Necrology Memorial Prayer was given by George M. Kent, Sr., the Chaplain of the Lancaster County Chapter.  The Color Guard, under the direction of Captain Richard Smith, led the Guardsmen in a procession both before and after the service.

A reception was held at the General Sutter Inn immediately following the church service. Just prior to the meal, President Emeritus Curtis P. Cheyney, III issued a blessing and informed the attendees concerning the seriousness of President Leroy M. Lewis’ health. Regretfully, we learned of President Leroy M. Lewis’ passing later that evening. The committee wishes to extend our heartfelt sympathies to the entire Lewis family. He was a man of action, vision and commitment. He gave much of his time and talents to the Society; his presence and leadership will truly be missed by all who knew him.

The Let Freedom Ring Committee was divided into three separate committees in 2004 to sharpen focus on the growing and complex annual program for our Society’s sponsorship. 

The Society’s Independence Day Luncheon, chaired by William H. Dutcher, was held at the Society Hill Sheraton on July 4th, 2005 and was attended by 208 members, guests, visitors, and children. Special guests included, our four bell tappers who received their engraved Liberty Bells, Brian Solo – Commander of the USS Cole, and Michael Dominguez – Acting Secretary of the Air Force and national speaker for the celebration, who accepted the Normandy Liberty Bell as a gift to President Bush’s forthcoming Library.  John Street, Mayor of Philadelphia, dropped in to say hello to everyone in attendance and presented the tappers with their engraved Liberty Bells along with President Harland Johnson.  In addition, President Johnson announced the formation of the LFR Foundation, Inc., a new non-profit organization totally devoted to the promotion of our national event and giving it the opportunity to grow even more nationwide and internationally.   

On July 4th 2005 your Society held its 37th consecutive Let Freedom Ring Ceremony celebrating the 228th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence. 

The Independence Day event, chaired by Leif A. Zetterberg, will be remembered for two significant events: 1) the docking of the USS Cole at Penn’s landing and the participation of the ship’s crew in the ceremony. This was the first time the Cole had been into a domestic port for such a purpose since it was attacked in 1998 in Yemen, and 2) the presentation and gifting of the Normandy Bell to the President Bush Library.  The Normandy Bell is an exact laser scanned replica of the original Liberty Bell before the crack. 

The event was held on the Chestnut Street side of Independence Hall. There were several thousand in attendance. Master of Ceremonies Monica Malpas, Channel 6 Anchor Woman, performed her duties admirably. Those in attendance enjoyed musical selections from the Philadelphia Boys Choir, U.S. Navy Band, and Kay Seamayer – composer of the Let Freedom Ring song. The ceremony was accented by the participation of the Second Pennsylvania Regiment Group, Navy Color Guard, and the Society’s Color Guard. Attendees were also treated to insightful addresses from the keynote speaker Acting Secretary of the Air Force, Michael Dominguez, Commander Solo of the USS Cole, Mayor of Philadelphia - John Street, and Governor of Pennsylvania Edward Rendell who attended the Harrisburg Ceremony on the Capital steps. The event had a dramatic ending with the traditional ceremonial tapping of the Liberty bell followed by a solo from Kay Seamayer with the Philadelphia Boys Choir singing Let Freedom Ring, as an Air Force flyover made its way over Independence Hall, and Captain Smith led the Society’s Color Guard in a formal procession.

Over 7000 brochures were mailed to bell ringers, newspapers and magazines, governors, municipalities and other institutions in the United States.  Ads and press releases were prepared, as well as radio and television broadcast discs.  A state grant of $50,000 in support of costs was received and Pennsylvania Governor Edward G. Rendell served as the national spokesperson.  An emphasis was placed on statewide venues, including a major ceremony in Harrisburg.

At the Society’s board meeting in May, 2005 a resolution was introduced to spin off Let Freedom Ring, but to maintain practical control over its direction by requiring that a majority of the board members of the Foundation must be members of the Society. At the June 2005 board meeting the resolution was passed.  At that point the LFR Foundation, Inc. applied to be incorporated as a Pennsylvania non-profit corporation.

In early December 2005, an organizational meeting of the LFR Foundation was held at the Radnor Hotel. At that meeting the following were elected: President - Winchell S. Carroll, Treasurer – Harland W. Johnson, Secretary – Curtis P. Cheyney, III, Esq., and Counselor – Ronald. Fenstermacher, Jr., Esq. Other LFR Foundation directors include Leif A. Zetterberg and Richard D. Smith, Sr.

Since the organizational meeting in December 2005, the LFR Foundation has acquired office space, and is actively working on developing a mission statement, a logo and a strategy document. In March 2006, we received notification that our application was approved for 501©(3) status, and await Commonwealth approval to raise funds from outside sources. 

This year marked the Pennsylvania Society’s 102nd anniversary of the celebration of George Washington’s birthday. Chairman, Edward Kellogg, held this important event at the Union League of Philadelphia on Saturday, February 18th, 2006.  235 members and guests attended the celebration.  Honored guests included M. Hall Worthington - GSSR President and Michael Raphael – President of Direct Dimensions.  After dinner, Michael Raphael presented the society with a laser scan of the Liberty Bell.  This scan represented an exact, three dimensional image of the Liberty Bell.  Guests attending the dinner also received crystal cubes with an exact impression of the Liberty Bell scaled down engraved inside.  After the presentation, society members and their guests enjoyed several hours of dancing with music provided by The Serenaders Orchestra. The Chairman and his Committee earned a salute of gratitude for a well-planned party.

The New Citizens Reception Committee, under the leadership of J. Gillmur Tyson, III hosted three ceremonies this past year. They occurred in May, November and December. A special December 2005 New Citizens Ceremony happened at the Constitution Center, which was initiated and officiated by Thomas N. O’Neill, Jr. Our Society will continue to further information about the founding of our country to all new citizens that enter the doors via Philadelphia.

The Younger Member Committee, chaired by Harvard C. Wood, IV, hosted this year's Musket Ball on November 5, 2005, at the Philadelphia Cricket Club. This event commemorates the Revolutionary War victories at Saratoga and Yorktown. The Serenaders were secured for our dancing enjoyment.  The evening was very well received because so many were able to enjoy an evening outside for cocktails in November.  

In May 2005, the Younger Member Committee hosted a tailgate at the annual Radnor Hunt races.  All society members attending enjoyed the good food and drinks provided by the younger members.  We are planning to host the event again this year.

Last Friday, April 7th, the younger members hosted a "Fight Night”, at the Legendary Blue Horizon, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. We met and had some dinner and drinks at the Union League before making our way to the venue. The evening was a great success and we plan to hold a similar event in the future.       

The Newsletter Committee, chaired by Philip S. Pyne, produced four editions of the Newsletter this year, which included three primary publications and a Let Freedom Ring summer edition. The Newsletter constitutes an important means of communication with our membership about Society events and activities and other items of interest.  It remains a major focus of those visiting the Society’s web site.

The Historian, James W. Marvin, Jr., and William H. Dutcher, III, Assistant Historian reflects our commitment to our goals. PSSR has several photos of the society’s activities, taken in the 1890s and 1900s, in our archives and plan to make them accessible on our website and change the picture groups periodically.  

At the May, 2005 board meeting President Johnson presented two projects, supported by the Special Projects Committee, for approval: 1) Washington –Rochambeau Revolutionary Route in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (W3R-PA) project and 2) the Once Upon a Nation Project.   At the June, 2005 meeting both projects introduced at the May board meeting were approved.

The W3R-PA was awarded a matching grant of $7,500 split with the Color Guard. The money will be used to create a W3R Resource Study for Pennsylvania as required by federal Public Law – 106-473.  W3R-PA was required under the terms of the grant to raise matching funds by July 2006.  In September 2005, they reported that they had fulfilled our condition by having raised the matching funds.

Once Upon a Nation is an initiative of Historic Philadelphia, Inc. and is a project strongly supported by Governor Rendell.  Under their program 13 special benches are placed throughout the historic district.  Several times a day professional storytellers present programs about the area close to the bench.  The Board agreed to donate $15,000 to be matched by the Color Guard. The PSSR and its Color Guard were honored at a special performance of a play called the Summer of Treason and recognized at a dinner following the reading.

Since the summer of 2005 we have reviewed a number of worthy projects. The only project we have approved is a grant of $25,000 in 2006 and another $25,000 in 2007 to be shared with the Color Guard for the start up costs for a musical called Let Freedom Ring which will be developed by the American Theater Arts for Youth (ATAFY) for Independence National Historical Park and which will be shown in the Independence Living History Center beginning in the spring of 2007.  The play will be shown to children coming to INHP on organized field trips. An estimated 500,000 children will see it annually.  While the grant was approved at the PSSR board meeting in March 2006, it includes a number of conditions, which ATAFY has not yet seen.  We are assuming that they will agree to our conditions.

In September 2005 the committee reviewed a request to buy a reproduction of the Rubincam map of the Battle of Brandywine and donate it to the Brandywine State Park.  The cost of the map was $1,500. President Emeritus Cheyney generously offered to donate the full amount to buy the reproduction. All reprints of the map will include an accreditation to the PSSR and their Color Guard

Also at our March 2006 board meeting the Color Guard agreed to take on the entire cost of a grant application the Special Projects Committee had received from Sunoco Welcome America. The grant request was for $25,000 to support their educational program, Go Forth and Learn, where Let Freedom Ring will be the children’s topic for the project.  In exchange, our Let Freedom Ring ceremony will receive full sponsorship support from SWA and advertising.

Jefferson M. Moak, Registrar, reports that the membership for the Society has dropped during the past year owing to a large number of deaths, resignations, and non-payment of 2005 dues.  On 1 April 2005, the adult membership stood at 1,058 with a junior membership of 39 for a total of 1,097 members.   On 1 April 2006, the adult membership stands at 1,020 with a junior membership of 37 for a total of 1,058, a reduction of 37 adult members and an overall loss of 39 members.  

During the year, the Society elected six new adult members and three new junior members.  In addition, three existing junior members were elevated to adult membership. 


The Operations Committee, chaired by Francis E. Peltier, and Executive Director Shirley Sadak managed the expansion of the office at 121 South Broad Street, Suite 1910.  The expansion will give the newly formed LFR Foundation its own home.  We have also enlarged the area for the Society’s and LFR files and work space. The original office was 1,320 square feet and has expanded to approximately 1,960 square feet.  Ms. Sadak was named Executive Director of the newly formed foundation also because of her duties with the entire project as a whole.

Elaine Collins accepted a part time position with the Society in September of 2005. Elaine comes to us with a working relationship with both Shirley and Barb from Thomas Jefferson University where she was Administrative Assistant to the Chairman of Psychiatry. 
The Information Systems and Technology Committee (ISTC), chaired by Albert E. Feather, experienced modest equipment upgrades for existing computers; some new components and software were added to facilitate productivity.  

In an on-going campaign to provide much needed protection to sensitive electronics all workstations were outfitted with surge suppressors.  A wireless router was installed to allow laptop computer connectivity to the occasional ‘road warriors’ among our Board of Managers.  

The 2005 ISTC budget included money for further development of the Let Freedom Ring and the Society web sites to improve their front-end.  One web site improvement is the ability for LFR Bell Ringers to complete and print certificates from the website instead of requiring the involvement of office personnel.  The Society’s Internet web site is professionally maintained by MillerDesign Works. Please visit www.let-freedom-ring.org and www.amrev.org for a first rate website experience, and to see one of the many high quality programs your Society supports.  

Late in the year the Society also inherited a high-speed network laser printer.  The office established 7 dual data/telecom drops at strategic locations throughout the office.  This also allowed for the multifunction Fax/Scanner/Printer to operate more efficiently using its own Ethernet connection.   

The Society did purchase a new Dell Notebook computer early in 2004 for use by the Director that replaced an older unit.  That system was then consigned to the Lancaster Chapter for their use.  This represented the only major outlay of funds on a single item. 

In concluding, I thank the many members of the Board, Shirley Sadak, Barbara Dickenson, and Elaine Collins for their help in gathering the information for this report.








Respectfully submitted,

W. Murray Gordon.








Secretary

President Johnson returned to the podium and asked whether there were any additions or corrections to Secretary Gordon’s report.  Hearing none, he asked if there was a motion from the floor to adopt the report as presented.  Such a motion was forthcoming and being duly made and seconded, it was unanimously adopted by the membership.

Stephen Wesley Holt, Treasurer of the Society then presented his report, describing the finances of the Society.

REPORT OF THE TREASURER

Good afternoon.  I would like to start my report with an expression of gratitude to President Harland Johnson who has helped me meet the challenges of treasurer of our Society this past year.  He has always made himself available to assist me as has our Executive Director, Mrs. Sadak who has always been most generous with her time. 

I am pleased to report the finances of the Society continue in good order.  As is often said, timing is everything.  I am very pleased to be able, once again, to report quite favorable results of the Society’s investments and of the Society’s operating performance.  This was truly a team effort on the part of your Board of Managers, committee chairmen, the officers of The Color Guard and our Executive Director. 

The public accounting firm of Zelenkofske Axelrod LLC has completed audits of Fiscal Years 2004 and 2005.  I will be reporting on the Fiscal Year 2005 audit, which is still in draft form.  The 2004 audit, which has been finalized, is available to any member of our Society for review. 

I am pleased to report that our Society continues to recover nicely from the market turndown of the late 1990s and early 2000s.  Fiscal year 2005 marks the third consecutive year in which the value of our Society’s investment portfolio has increased year over year. 

Through the dedicated efforts of President Johnson, the budget committee, finance committee, Chaired by Robert Van Gulick, Richard Dana Smith, Captain of the Color Guard and Quartermaster of the Color Guard, William Steven Mark, M.D., and the event committee chairmen, the Society has been able to preserve its’ financial strength while fulfilling the mission envisioned by our founders.

The Society’s investment funds for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2005 were  $9,067,504 compared to $8,790,424 for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2004. 

I would now like to speak for a moment about the Society’s operating financial performance for the year.  And this certainly is a good news report.  In 2004 the Society’s operating loss was $76,862, subsidized, of course, by our investment funds.  In 2005 the operating loss was $67,719, for an improvement of 11.9%.  This improvement is attributable to a combination of improved income, largely due to interest, dividends and the Rorer Trust, a reduction in activities expenses and the General and Administrative expenses remaining flat.  Income was up from $185,000 to $209,000 for an increase of 12.6%.  

Especially noteworthy about the year 2005 is the substantial increase in our investment in public programs.  In 2004, 12% of our expenses were accounted for by public programs.  In contrast, 21% of our expenses were attributed to public programs in 2005.  This movement toward our core mission can be best attributed to President Johnson, who on faith, intuition, experience or just sound knowledge, determined that the interests, dividends and the Rorer Trust would bounce back this year and we could afford, in mid-year, to rebalance our expenses toward public programs.  And he was right.  Very nice call President Johnson.  

Certainly a highlight of the year was the receipt, for yet a second year, of a $50,000 grant from Pennsylvania’s Office of Community and Economic Development to support the national promotion of Let Freedom Ring.  This grant represented a $25,000 increase over the grant which was secured for 2004.  Thank you to our late President Lewis, President Johnson, Winchell Carroll, Curt Cheyney and of course Mrs. Sadak who worked hard to secure this funding for yet a second year.

And now a word about the Society’s historical collections.  In early 2006 we engaged the firm of Wiederseim Associates Inc., to appraise the collections for insurance purposes. The last appraisal was done in April of 1999, also by Wiederseim Associates.  At that time the collections were valued at $612,590.  This appraisal amount has been reflected in each of the audited financial statements since that appraisal date.   The new appraisal values the collections at 

$1,382,015. This increase is largely attributed to the Rembrandt Peale portrait of George Washington.  Its appraised value has risen from $115,000 to $850,000.  We have been informed by Mr. Wiederseim that this increase is a reflection of recent market increases in the value of Peale portraits of President Washington.  The new appraised value of the collections is reflected in the FY 2005 audit.  I would like to thank Theodore Wiederseim, a member of the Society, for his very conscientious work in performing this appraisal.  

Moving into 2006 I will say just what I said last year.  We continue to experience the tug and pull of the following competing goals:

1. reduce the subsidies required by our events from the investment funds,

2. maintain our events at a standard to which we have all become accustomed,

3. price the tickets at a level to keep previous attendees coming back while attracting new attendees, 

4. continue our public programs in a way to meet the mission envisioned by our founders. 

We have struggled to meet these goals within the ever-increasing cost of events and public programs in a very expensive city.  However, I believe that by working together this past year and under the leadership of both the late President Lewis and President Johnson we have met these goals. 

I would like to express my thanks once again to Mrs. Sadak, Mrs., Dickinson and Mrs. Collins and to all of those who have contributed so much of their time and talents to making my job easier and more enjoyable this past year. 

I would be please to entertain any questions at this time. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Stephen Wesley Holt

Treasurer

President Johnson returned to the podium and asked whether there were any additions or corrections to Treasurer Holt’s report.  Hearing none, he asked if there was a motion from the floor to adopt the report as presented.  Such a motion was forthcoming and duly made and seconded, it was unanimously adopted by the membership.

Richard Dana Smith, Sr., Captain of the Color Guard, then presented the report, describing the activities of the Color Guard.

REPORT OF THE CAPTAIN OF THE COLOR GUARD

I am pleased to announce the Color Guard continues to be proactive in its duties of the care, custody, and proper official display of the Colors, Flags and Standards of the Society.

In the past twelve months we issued six General Orders for call to duty of the official assembles of the Society.  Starting with last years Annual Meeting on 14 April 2005; the Valley Forge Encampment Commemorations and Church Service on 24 April at the Moravian Congregation, Lititz, PA; the Independence Day Celebration on 04 July 2005 at Independence Square; the Musket Ball to celebrate the victories at Saratoga and Yorktown held on 05 November at the Philadelphia Cricket Club; our own Annual Meeting held on 19 January 2006 at the Corinthian Yacht Club and Washington’s Birthday Commemoration on 18 February 2006 at the Union League.

Special orders of the Guard included our annual Planked Shad meeting on 19th of May 2005 at Gulf Mills Golf Club; our annual Roast Pig Dinner on 03 November 2005 at the Philadelphia Club; and most recently the Captain’s Party held at Radnor Hunt Club on 08 April 2006.

In addition, the Color Guard volunteered to greet the destroyer USS Cole on July 2nd at Penns Landing.  A special thanks to Flag Chairman Rick Di Stefano and First Sergeant Lewis Graham for helping directly with the flags.  This is no easy task and a lot of work goes on behind the scenes.  

After the 4th of July Ceremony we had our traditional picnic for the Guardsmen’s family hosted by Guardsman Ben Wolfe and his wife Debbie at their Newtown Square home.

The guard was scheduled for two drills; the first was a dismounted drill held on 02 June 2005 chaired by Captain Smith.  I am pleased to report we are still in good financial condition (please refer to the secretary’s report).  During the past year the Color Guard contributed to the funding of seven projects:

1) The Society’s “Let Freedom Ring” $25,000.

2) The National Constitution Center $5,000.

3) Once Upon a Nation $15,000.

4) W3R Washington Rochembeu Trail $3,750.

5) Friends of Independence Park $2,500.

6) Second Bank Project $5,800.

7) Sunoco Welcome America “Go 4th and Learn” $25,000.

The Guard continues in its commitment to underwrite 50% of the Society’s office rental.

At our annual meeting this past January, Officers elected to serve were:

Richard D. Smith, Sr., Captain

W. Steven Mark, M.D., 1st Lt. and Quarter Master

Robert Reynolds Van Gulick, Jr., 2nd Lt.

Benjamin Charles Frick, Membership Chairman

Anthony Morris, VII, Historian

Appointments made for the 2006 term include:

Lewis Sidney Graham, Jr., First Sergeant

Richard Walkup, Second Sergeant

Richard Renato Paul Di Stefano, Flag Chairman

J. Gillmur Tyson, III, Uniform and Insignia Chairman

I have issued orders for standard uniform black shoes for all of the Guardsman that carry flags.  This will be in time for the White House Commission “Day of Remembrance” at the Washington Monument on the 21st of May next month.  This is strictly a volunteer duty for the Guard but an exciting and historical event.

I am sorry to say we lost two members due to death.  Leroy Moody Lewis, III, died on 24 April, 2005.  Lee was a member of the Guard since 1981 and President of the Society for two years at the time of his passing.  Joseph Lanktree Castle, II, died 15 August, 2005.  He was a member of the Guard since 1977 and hosted our Shad dinner at Gulf Mills Country Club.  Our total membership today is 65, with 31 active members and 34 veteran members.

I am in my fifth and final year as Captain of the Color Guard.  I am very happy and proud to say that I will have served four Presidents of the Society:  Curtis Paul Cheyney, III; Leroy Moody Lewis, III; Harland Wetmore Johnson; and after this meeting, Ronald William Fenstermacher, Jr.  I enthusiastically look forward to serving with everyone in the Society in the coming year.

Respectively submitted,

Richard D. Smith, Sr., Captain

President Johnson returned to the podium, thanked the Captain for his report and asked whether there were any additions or corrections to Captain Smith’s report.  Hearing none, he asked if there was a motion to adopt the report as presented.  Such a motion was presented and being duly made and seconded, it was unanimously adopted by the membership present and shall be placed for publication with the Report of the Annual Meeting 2006.

John W. Gareis, M.D., Regent of the Lancaster County Chapter, then presented his report, describing the activities of the Chapter since the last Annual Meeting 2005.

REPORT OF THE REGENT OF THE LANCASTER COUNTY CHAPTER

The Lancaster County Chapter held three chapter meetings in the past year.

Our annual meeting in May was attended by 29 members and 25 guests.  We heard an excellent talk by Professor Richard Keller on the "Office of the Presidency and Its Evolution Over the Years".  A new slate of officers was elected during this meeting.

 On Capital Day in Lancaster which falls on September 27 we celebrated in Binns Park with the 130 member McCaskey Band and a cannon firing.  We rededicated the PSSR flagpole in the square in honor of our Revolutionary War ancestors. President Harland Johnson delivered a stirring talk about the importance of involvement and participation in worthy causes today. This was followed by a luncheon and messages from Jack Sholl, Mayor Charles Smithgall and Jack Loose. A total of 30 members and 26 guests attended. 

 Our November meeting featured Professor Mary Ann Levine who talked about her excavation of the Thaddeus Stevens House in Lancaster which was a stop on the Underground Railroad.  We had 21 members and 13 guests at that event.

 Upcoming events include our annual meeting on Sunday, 7 May at the Lancaster Country Club with a talk on Thomas Jefferson, Capital Day on Wednesday, 27 September with a cookout at Rockford, the home of General Edward Hand who will be the subject of the historical presentation and our Fall Meeting on the evening of November 13 at the Stauffer Mansion in Lancaster with a discussion of "The Revolution in the Backcountry of Pennsylvania".

 

 During the year John Bowman, MD and his naturalization committee of Art Old and Paul Ripple, MD have attended 4 services with an average of 72 new citizens per session.  Each participant received a copy of the Declaration of Independence and a certificate showing the naturalization oath.

 We also sent contingents of our members to the various PSSR events during the year with 12 members at the annual meeting last year.  Transportation arrangements to these events were handled by Jim Martin.

 Our Treasurer, Jack Loose and our Budget Chairman, John Moore have ably kept our finances in order over the past year.

We currently have 105 members, having admitted 2 over the past year with 4 interested individuals and 3 applications in progress. We lost one member, Wellington Ballard Eler who was a 50 year member of the PSSR.

The nominating Committee headed by John Shirk has filled the slate of Officers for the 2006-2007 year.

 

On behalf of the members of the Lancaster County Chapter of the PSSR I would like to thank President Harland Johnson and the Board for their steadfast support of the Lancaster chapter with their presence, their advice and their financial support.

 

John W. Gareis, MD    
Regent, Lancaster County Chapter

 

President Johnson returned to the podium and asked whether there were any additions or corrections to Regent Gareis’ report.  Hearing none, he asked if there was a motion from the floor to adopt the report as presented.  Such a motion was forthcoming and being duly made and seconded, it was unanimously adopted by the membership.

President Johnson then presented his report on the State of the Society, as follows:

REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT

It is normal, in the Report of the President to reiterate the activities of the past year and bask in the glory of prior accomplishments.  Secretary Gordon has told us of our activities, Treasurer Holt has told us of our solvency, Captain Smith has told us of the pageantry and precision (as well as the partying capacity) of our Color Guard, and Regent Gareis has told us of the vibrancy of the Lancaster Chapter.  Therefore, I am left with little to say except thank you.

It is with mixed feelings that I speak to you this afternoon.  After twenty five years serving on the board of managers, as Treasurer, as Vice President, and finally as President over the last year, I feel a sense of accomplishment in the things we as managers of this society have achieved, a sense of loss for the passing of colleagues I got to know quite well, through agreements, disagreements, fits of pique, and unbounded fellowship.  I know that I will have the opportunity to continue to have input into the affairs of our society, but I also understand that it is time for others to take the helm and plot the course as they perceive it. 

I wish to thank all of you for the opportunity to serve, to create new systems, initiatives, and corporate memory.  It has been challenging, fun and rewarding.

I especially want to thank the Vice Presidents Jim Burke, Win Carroll, Ron Fenstermacher, Fred Peltier and Rob Van Gulick, Secretary Murray Gordon, who keeps me organized at Board Meetings, Treasurer Steve Holt who has the details of our finances in his tight-fisted grasp, Registrar Jefferson Moak who has the same task for the General Society and who performs in a very professional manner, Historian Jim Marvin on whom all the tasks not otherwise assigned fall, and Counselor Rob McNelly who has bird-dogged legal issues with an unflagging energy.  Our Vice Presidents have been the backbone of the board, undertaking to supervise and mentor various Committee Chairmen in their tasks to insure timely and effective completion of their duties.  The Managers, who have been assigned management roles of the myriad things that your society is engaged in have performed yeoman duty, provided thoughtful counsel, and asked tough questions.

Lastly, we are blessed with an office staff which is aggressive, energetic, and filled with the desire that we exhibit all the traits for which this society has been known in Philadelphia for the last hundred and eighteen years.

Many of you have heard me speak of the special quality of the Sons of the Revolution and the responsibility we have to continue this legacy of excellence.  I have had the opportunity to receive a history lesson from our Brother Society in New York.  Apparently in the early 1950’s there was some effort to merge (at least in New York) the Sons of the Revolution and the Sons of the American Revolution.  Obviously this effort was unsuccessful, but from that came a publication entitled “AS TO THE RUMORS OF MERGER”.  This is two pages long, and Ms. Sadak can make a copy available to you if you wish.  

There are two themes which run through this piece: the differences between these two organizations, and the history of the Sons of the Revolution and why we are unique.  First the differences:  Essentially our Society and each state society is autonomous, and our General Society has only those powers which we as State Societies delegate to it.  The SAR is a National Organization which charters local groups and controls their rights, and exercises control (read dominion).  The other major difference is eligibility.  Your Society requires active military service during the Revolution, or the commission of some act or service which would have resulted in a charge of treason to the crown and/or subjected him to the death penalty.  The SAR requires our criteria but also includes service as a government official during the time of the Revolution and/ aid to our troops.

The history of our organization is interesting in that it derives from the original hereditary patriotic organization, The Society of the Cincinnati.  This organization, has a very narrow definition of qualifying service including service as an officer under Washington during the Revolution and the restriction to primogeniture and the male line.  During the 100th anniversaries of the Revolutionary events, there was a resurgence of patriotic feeling in the country and people wanted to honor their ancestors, and identify themselves with the revolutionary conflict.  Those, who because their ancestor was not an officer, or because of the rule of primogeniture, were not eligible for The Cincinnati, decided to form an organization called The Sons of the  Revolution in the State of New York, patterned after The Cincinnati with similarly strict but more inclusive criteria.

Within two years, the Pennsylvania Society of Sons of the Revolution was formed, and shortly thereafter a Society in Washington DC.  With the formation of the Washington Society the managers of Pennsylvania and New York incorporated the General Society as a Pennsylvania Corporation so that the communication and administrative functions between societies could be accomplished.

Why have I gone into all this?  I have felt for some time that our members enjoyed the camaraderie, the parties, the good works that we do, without really understanding our roots.  In addition, I believe that our heritage requires that we behave in a responsible fashion in the execution of our tasks, with a sense of purpose, and acting as an example to those more recently assimilated in to our American Society.  Our ancestors who potentially sacrificed all that they had to pursue a dream of freedom and opportunity have given us the opportunities which are unparalleled in the world, and for which we must ever be both vigilant and grateful.

Therefore I ask that you all, in your efforts for your Society, in your personal pursuits, and in your family life, act as if (and you do) have a responsibility to your history and the history of our Society.   Lastly, in your homes, with your children, speak about your Society, what it means, and how being a member is both a privilege and a responsibility.  If we do not get our children involved and passionate about our heritage, there will be no one here in succeeding generations to serve as a beacon to our freedoms and heritage.

Thank you all for your support and friendship over these many years. 

Recognition and presentation of rosettes to New Members.

Members Elected April 2005-2006


Lewis Kohler Hosfeld


Edwin Richard Miller


James Edgar Musselwhite


Nicholas Story Roosevelt


Peter Espy Zelov


Ian Hardie Quillman

Junior Members


Garrett DeLane LaRue


Jackson Ray Welch Abell


Mark Thomas Foreman

Junior to Adult


Brian Austin Larrabee


Alexander Loder Wiener


Eric Jay McDonald

Rosettes 


Edwin Richard Miller


Peter Espy Zelov

Recognition and presentation of certificates to Fifty Year Members.


John Ward Wilson Loose

Charles Bowman Strome, Jr.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
President Johnson asked if there was any Unfinished Business to be brought before the membership.  There was none.

NEW BUSINESS
President Johnson asked if there was any New Business to be brought before the membership.  There was a request that newly elected members be noted in the minutes.    
ELECTIONS


President Johnson then appointed Joseph L. Loughran, III, Esq., act as Judge of Elections and relinquished the chair to him.  President Johnson then requested Curtis P. Cheyney, III, to give the report of the Nominations Committee. 
REPORT OF THE NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE
President Emeritus Curtis P. Cheyney, III came forward to the podium and placed in nomination the List of Proposed Nominees for 2006:  The following slate of Officers and Managers are:
Ronald William Fenstermacher, Jr., Esq.

President

Winchell Smith Carroll



Vice President

Leif Andrew Zetterberg 



Vice President

Benjamin Charles Frick, Esq.



Vice President

Francis Edward Peltier



Vice President

Robert Reynolds Van Gulick, Jr.


Vice President

William Murray Gordon



Secretary

Harvard Castle Wood, IV



Assistant Secretary

Stephen Wesley Holt




Treasurer

Lanny Ray Patten




Assistant Treasurer

Jefferson Monroe Moak, II



Registrar

James Boote Congdon, M.D.



Assistant Registrar

William Hawley Dutcher, III



Historian

Stephen Paul Hoyt




Assistant Historian

Reverend William Preston Proctor


Chaplain

Robert Jacob McNelly, Esq.



Counselor

A. Benjamin Leavenworth



Manager (Class of 2005-2008)

James Henry Martin




Manager (Class of 2005-2008)

Philip Schuyler Pyne




Manager (Class of 2005-2008)

Stephen George Darlington



Manager (Class of 2005-2008)


Peter Laurence Hill Byrne



Manager (Class of 2004-2007)

Edward Richards Winslow Kellogg 


Manager (Class of 2004-2007)

The Honorable Thomas Newman O’Neill, Jr.
Manager (Class of 2004-2007)

Joseph Gillmur Tyson, III



Manager (Class of 2004-2007)

Eugene Pendergrass Hough



Manager (Class of 2006-2009)

Ben Ramsey Wolf




Manager (Class of 2006-2009)

Andrew Richard Sullivan



Manager (Class of 2006-2009)

C. Charles Smith, Esq.



Manager (Class of 2006-2009)

The slate was presented to the membership in attendance.  A motion was made and seconded and the slate was accepted unanimously.
President Johnson then called upon the newly elected President Ronald William Fenstermacher, Jr., Esq.  President Fenstermacher then presented President Johnson on behalf of the Board of Managers, a, Presidential Medallion to thank him for his extraordinary efforts in serving the Society.
REMARKS BY PRESIDENT

Gentlemen:

As you are all aware, it’s not uncommon for presidents and other politicians to make promises.  I am making a promise to you now – I promise that this will be a short speech.

I thank the Nominations Committee and President Emeritus Cheyney for their consideration.  It is never an easy task to put together a slate of candidates for a board but they have done a fine job this year and I thank them for their efforts.

I am deeply honored and rather humbled to have been elected to the presidency of the Pennsylvania Society of Sons of the Revolution.  Ours is a venerable organization with lofty and admirable goals – goals which are of increasing importance in today’s world.

But, it’s all of you and your predecessors, the members of the Society since 1888, who have made this organization truly special.  It is the efforts of our members who further our lofty goals.  We justly honor the sacrifices of our ancestors and memorialize them in various ceremonies throughout the year.  I want to take a moment during this meeting to honor your sacrifices too.

Most of you have served the Society in some capacity – whether as an officer or manager, a Guardsman or committee member.  While you may not be risking charges of treason as your ancestors did, you are giving us something precious - your time – time that could otherwise be devoted to your families, your careers, athletics or simply any other activity.  But you have chosen to devote time to this Society.

Some would say that you have a duty to serve, and I do not disagree.  But, it is a duty which could easily be avoided and is, by many.  Because you do not avoid that duty, I say to you that I am honored to have the opportunity to serve you as your president and look forward to working with you in the coming years.

And now, I have kept my first promise as your president.

Welcome to the new Officers and Managers.

Now, before we close the meeting, I would like to take a moment to introduce the new Officers and Managers to you.  I would like them to come forward to the podium and stand before you.  Once they are all assembled, please give them a hand because their work is just beginning.

Reverend William Preston Proctor, Chaplain

Stephen Paul Hoyt, Assistant Historian
Benjamin Charles Frick, Esq.,Vice President
Eugene Pendergrass Hough, Manager, class of 2009
Ben Ramsey Wolf, Manager, class of 2009

Andrew Richard Sullivan, Manager, class of 2009

Please give them a round of applause…thank you, gentlemen.  You may be seated.
Appreciation and gratitude extended to retiring Officers and Managers.

Albert Earl Feather


Adam Polhemus Flint


James Marvin, Jr.

President Johnson then requested James Bradley Burke to come to the stage to receive a gift from the Society for his many years of service.  

President Johnson instructs Captain Smith to retire the flags.  The Officers, Managers, and members of the Society rose as the flags were paraded out of the room.

The 2006 Annual Meeting adjourned at approximately 7:00 p.m.

Cocktails and a seated dinner followed in Lincoln Hall.









Respectfully submitted,









W. Murray Gordon








Secretary
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