Suggestions To Applicants

from
Robert Barnes (PSSR Verifying Genealogist)
&

Jefferson M. Moak, General Registrar

General Society, Sons of the Revolution

The application for the Sons of the Revolution is a document that will assist members of the Sons of the Revolution and future generations in documenting the heritage of the American Revolution.  It is important that all information contained within it be properly cited.    Read the following list to become familiar with the requirements of the Pennsylvania Society of Sons of the Revolution.    Remember that it is essential to prove the linkage between generations, as well as documenting the service of your Revolutionary War ancestor. 
1. Please do not assume that because one of your forefathers joined the society in the past that you can simply use his application to prove your lineage to the Revolution.  All lineage societies have tightened their requirements, and the Pennsylvania Sons is no exception. You must prove the linkage between generations, and also as many dates and places of birth, death, and marriage as possible.  
2. For assistance in locating sources of information using the Internet, Go to www.cyndislist.com.

3. It is important to prove as many of the identifying dates and places as possible, through civil registration of births, marriages and deaths, and from cemetery records, church registers, etc.

4. All dates should be written as 1 January 1881 rather than 1/1/81.

5. Obtain as many civil records of birth, death and marriage as possible.

6. Obtain as many church records as possible, if there is no civil registration. 

7. It is essential to prove the linkage between generations.  If the birth, marriage or death records do not prove the linkage, copies of other records, such as census, wills, deeds, newspaper articles, etc., which definitively prove the generational relationship should be included.
8. Manuscript sources and records, i.e. wills, deeds, etc., should be properly identified as to their original source. (Example, Chester County, Pennsylvania, Deed Book 1, page 1 or Northampton County, Pennsylvania, Will Book 17, page 385.) 

9. Be sure to include the top of a census page.  Please also note the state, county and page number of the census.  

10. When submitting copies of newspaper articles, include the name of the paper and the date of publication.

11. When submitting photos of tombstones, also submit a hand written copy of the dates in case the quality/clarity of the photos is poor.  Please also note the name and location of the cemetery on the back of each photograph.

12. When using book references, be sure to include the title page (and copyright information, if the date and publisher are not listed on the title page.)

13. Family genealogies are acceptable only if they reference to primary sources or are backed up by photocopies of primary sources.

14. When using genealogies or published histories, one must provide a copy of the title page.

15. When including pages from a family history covering several generations don’t separate the pages; just keep them in page order with the title page on top. You can indicate the number of a specific generation in the margin of the page. 

16. When using family Bibles, include the title page that shows the date of publication and also include the name of the current owner, and/or the present location or repository where the Bible is located.

17. Beware of computer printouts!  The Internet must be used with care!  Decendancy charts and pedigree charts without documentation are not acceptable.  

18. The records of the ancestor’s qualifying service during the American Revolution should be given fully.  Stating that he was a “soldier in the Revolution” does not define the type of service that he performed.  Please give a detailed accounting of his service.  If a member of the armed forces, his military rank(s), unit(s) in which served, and dates of service should be given.  If he served in a civil capacity, please detail the type of service performed.  The Sons of the Revolution is quite clear regarding the type of service that qualifies a descendant for membership in this organization.  See Membership Information – Qualifications for Membership.

19. All service during the American Revolution should be properly documented, using published official rosters of service from the various states, or pension records.  Please do not rely upon “family tradition.”  

20. If you have additional questions, please do not hesitate to contact our office by telephone at 215-545-1888 or by e-mail, pssr@amrev.org.  The Registrar or a member of the Admissions Committee will answer any questions relating to the preparation of your application.

