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Independence Day Events

MUSKET BALL--NOVEMBER 11th

***SAVE THE DATE***

The Pennsylvania Society of Sons of the Revolution celebrated the
230th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence on July 4th.
Members and guests started the holiday with the annual reception/
luncheon at the Society Hill Sheraton.  After lunch the group gath-
ered outside the Sheraton to board buses that the Society provided
for the trip to Independence Hall to attend the annual Let Freedom
Ring celebration and tapping of the Liberty Bell at 2:00 p.m.

As our members and guests joined the audience already gathered,
they were greeted with performances by the Philadelphia Boys
Choir and the Upper Darby High School Band, before the official
start of the celebration.  This year’s theme was Children, the Fu-
ture Bearers of Liberty.

As Channel 6 Anchorman, Rick Williams, introduced the partici-
pants in this year’s celebration, it was evident that the 2006 theme
resonated strongly.  Led by the Pennsylvania Regiment, Captain
Richard Dana Smith, Sr. and our PSSR Color Guard, the Upper
Darby High School Choir with Barbara Benglian, Pennsylvania’s
Teacher of the Year, paraded into the Independence Hall area
singing "This Land Is Your Land".  Following the choir was a
parade of children who gathered at the National Constitution Cen-
ter. There, they listened to storytelling by the Once Upon A Nation
project (funded by the Society) and colored historic murals that
they paraded down the street with flags waving and the crew of the
USS Farragut lining the parade route.

This year, another special moment in the celebration was marked by
five of our own PSSR Junior Members who participated for the first
time.  Before the bell tapping, Junior Members James and Christo-
pher Burke, James Fitzgerald, and Samuel Harris read excerpts of
the Declaration of Independence.  Benjamin Franklin and Thomas

L E T  F R E E D O M  R I N G

U S S  F A R R A G U T

As onlookers watched on both sides of the Delaware River, the
USS Farragut arrived in honor of the Let Freedom Ring celebration.
The ship was greeted by President Ronald Fenstermacher and mem-
bers of our Color Guard during a grand welcoming ceremony.

Joining the Society with gifts for the ship were the USO and the
Philadelphia Navy League, along with Penn’s Landing officials who
each year work diligently with us to prepare a "Let Freedom Ring"
welcome.  Accompanied by Philadelphia Fire Boats, a gun salute
from the Battleship New Jersey, and the Philadelphia Eagles’ Cheer-
leaders, Commander Deidre McLay and her crew arrived for their
first public port visit after the ship’s recent commissioning.

Philadelphia places of business and local museums, along with
our historic sites welcomed the ship for its five day stay in Phila-
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Commander Deidre McLay of the USS Farragut addresses PSSR
members and guests after the ship's arrival.



Jefferson were on stage with the Junior
Members' fathers close at hand.  Rory
Loughran, along with Grandfather / Presi-
dent Emeritus Joseph Loughran were situ-
ated in the Independence Hall bell tower.
At 2:00 p.m., Rory began ringing the tower
bell while four other children, descendants
of the Signers of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, Mary Ward, Henry Burnett, Lo-
gan Rafferty, and Tyler Rafferty, tapped the
Liberty Bell 13 times in honor of America’s
birthday and our freedoms.

Another special segment of this year’s cel-
ebration was the gift of the Liberty Bell
laser scan to Dennis Reidenbach, Superin-
tendent of Independence Hall, by Society
President Ronald Fenstermacher and
Michael Raphael, President of Direct Di-
mensions, who produced the scan.  In-
cluded was a framed picture of one of the
scans for visitors to see while touring the
Park.  Last February the Society was hon-
ored to receive the scan of the Liberty Bell
in honor of Let Freedom Ring and its mis-
sion.

Mayor John Street also joined the annual
celebration this year and offered some in-
spiring words of what the Bell meant to
the nation.

The Society was extremely honored to have
U.S. Supreme Court Associate Justice
Samuel Alito present this year’s national
address to the audience (the presentation
can be found at www.let-freedom-ring.org).
Justice Alito reflected on what the journey
of our great Nation, begun by our Forefa-
thers, might have been like for them, what
it meant to them at the time, and how we
continue to honor and respect the spirit of
that journey today.

As the bell tapping concluded, both choirs
joined with the band to sing "Proud To Be
An American" as the Color Guard paraded
the flags out of the area and F10’s flew over-
head.

The Board of Managers and Let Freedom
Ring Committees would like to thank all
those who participated and assisted with the
2006 annual celebration.  Happy Birthday
America until next year!
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2006 Musket Ball

Please join us for this year’s annual Musket Ball, always
a fun and festive event for members and their spouses/significant
others.  This year’s event will be held Saturday, November 11th.
Entertainment includes the melodious, danceable music of the
Serenaders, so bring your dancing shoes!  The location is the bu-
colic Philadelphia Country Club in Gladwyne, Pennsylvania.  Black
or white tie with orders and decorations is the dress for the evening.
The cost for members is $105.00 per person or guest ($52.50 each
for Junior Members).  Cocktails begin at six-thirty followed by
dinner and dancing.  As a bonus, the Ball Committee is planning a
special surprise!  Please mark your calendars and think about
bringing potential new members who will see the organization at
its social best.  Invitations will be arriving soon; a prompt response
is appreciated.  See you at the Ball!

. . .Remember to mark November 11, 2006

on your calendar. . .

delphia.  The crew was invited to attend
the Philly Pops Concert and also partici-
pate in the Sunoco Welcome America
evening parade on July 4th where they re-
ceived the loudest applause of all partici-
pants.  Pat’s again greeted the crew with
free cheesesteaks, and 200 VIP tickets were
on hand for the July 4th concert on the Park-
way.   During their visit the Farragut opened
its gangplank to the public and the crew
graciously gave public tours of our
country’s newest commissioned destroyer.

As with all our visiting ships, the USS
Farragut received a great big Philadelphia
welcome as we celebrated the birthday of
our great nation and remembered the an-
cestors who laid the groundwork we still
follow today.

USS Farragut continued

Let Freedom Ring continued



Lancaster County Chapter
News

PAGE 3 PENNSYLVANIA SOCIETY OF SONS OF THE REVOLUTION FALL 2006

Lancaster Chapter Hosts LFR Celebration

The Lancaster County Chapter celebrated Independence Day 2006
by hosting the first Let Freedom Ring event in Lancaster.  The day
began with an 11:30 a.m. luncheon at Kegel’s Seafood Restaurant
for 43 chapter members and guests, including the Mayor of Lancaster,
the Honorable Richard Gray, and his wife, Gail.  After dining on filet
mignon and crab cakes, the group enjoyed birthday cake in honor
of the 230th birthday of our nation.

After lunch, the group proceeded to historic Saint James Episcopal
Church where they were joined by additional participants, includ-
ing members of the Sons of the American Revolution, the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution, and The National Society of The
Colonial Dames of America.  Prior to the beginning of the pro-
gram, the assemblage was entertained by a medley of colonial-era tunes,
played on the piccolo and flute by chapter member Lewis Hosfeld.

The program began at 1:15 p.m. with welcoming remarks by Regent
John Gareis, followed by a benediction and the pledge of allegiance,
both led by chapter member Edwin Miller.  Regent Gareis then ac-
knowledged the guests and groups in attendance and gave a brief
history of Let Freedom Ring.

Chapter Vice-Regent Kendrick Eshleman then provided a history of
Saint James Church, with emphasis on the Rectors and members of
the church during colonial and revolutionary times.  At the conclu-
sion of his remarks, Vice-Regent Eshleman introduced the principal
speaker for the program, Thomas Jefferson, the drafter of the Decla-
ration of Independence.

Mr. Jefferson, portrayed in colonial garb by Regent Gareis, dis-
cussed the circumstances which led to his being chosen to attend
the 2nd Continental Congress and to serve on the committee ap-
pointed to draft the Declaration.  Jefferson noted that the committee
of five decided that Jefferson and John Adams should draft the
Declaration; Adams in turn delegated his portion to Jefferson, who
ended up as the sole drafter.  Jefferson’s draft was sent to the Con-
gress on June 28, 1776.  The Congress debated and modified
Jefferson’s draft, arriving at the approved version on July 4, 1776.
Jefferson modestly noted that he just happened to be the right
person at the right place at the right time.  During Mr. Jefferson’s
talk, the hour of 2:00 p.m. arrived and the group paused to listen to
the great bell of Saint James Church, and the bells of neighboring
First Presbyterian and First United Methodist Churches, ring out
thirteen times in recognition of the birth of our nation.

At the conclusion of Mr. Jefferson’s remarks, Chapter Secretary
Peter Byrne, Past Regent John Bowman, and Regent Gareis read the
text of the Declaration of Independence.  The assemblage then sang
the National Anthem, accompanied by Lewis Hosfeld.

The day’s events concluded with a tour of the Saint James grave-
yard, led by noted historian and Chapter Treasurer John Loose.  Mr.
Loose located the graves of colonial era and Revolutionary War
patriots from Lancaster and discussed their contributions to our
country.

This inaugural LFR event was a great success, and plans are under-
way for another LFR celebration in 2007.

Lancaster County Chapter
Vice-Regent Ken Eshleman
shakes hands with Thomas
Jefferson portrayed by Dr.
John Gareis, Lancaster
County's Regent.

Jack Loose,
Lancaster
Chapter
Treasurer,
discusses the
history of the St.
James Church
with LFR guests.

Lancaster County Chapter members and their guests enjoy lunch
at Kegel's Seafood Restaurant.





New Hanover – Countless Revolutionary War soldiers made the
grueling journey from the Battle at Brandywine to a church hastily
readied as a makeshift hospital.  The sacred walls that sheltered the
wounded and the weary patriots are today’s oldest German Lutheran
church in America.

Some 90 years later, New Hanover Lutheran Church served the spiri-
tual needs of John B. Knapp, a German immigrant linked to an inter-
esting fact of history.  According to Knapp’s tombstone, he served
as courier to Napoleon Bonaparte in Moscow.  Born March 15, 1784,
in Besigheim, Waherttomberg, Germany, “Father Knapp” died in
New Hanover and is buried in the church cemetery.

These are only two incidents of the life and death dramas of a people
who have been worshipping at
New Hanover Lutheran for over
300 years, from the sanctuary’s log
cabin beginnings to its brown-
stone and stucco additions today.

The badge of historic authentic-
ity is the blue and gold iron marker
put up by the Pennsylvania His-
torical Commission. It reads, “The
first German Lutheran church in
America, organized by Daniel
Falckner about 1700.  From 1742
to 1761, Henry Melchoir
Muhlenberg served as pastor.
Present building – mile NE,
erected 1767.”

Of the church’s Revolutionary his-
tory, congregation member R.
Leland “Lee” Wesner said, “We
don’t know how many (soldiers)
were brought to this church.  We
do not know if there is a mass
grave somewhere, but we have 50
Revolutionary War veterans who
belonged to the church and are buried in this cemetery.  That is the
biggest number you will find in any church around here.”

According to Montgomery County historians, a financial transac-
tion took place before the Continental Congress fled Philadelphia.
A sum of $100.000 cash was shipped to the Falkner Swamp Lutheran
Church (New Hanover) by Michael Hillegass.  Named by the Conti-
nental Congress in 1776, Hillegass was the first United States Trea-
surer.  The money was hidden on the church grounds and used to
fund the present and future war efforts.

In September 1777, Washington’s Army camped on the grounds of

this historic church and surrounding area. General Washington and
his troops crossed the Schuylkill River at Parkers Ford on Septem-
ber 19, 1777.  They passed through Trappe, forded the Perkiomen
Creek and camped on its east bank.  To this point, General Howe had
followed Washington’s Army.  By September 22, Washington’s ob-
servations of the enemy and his intelligence information convinced
him that Howe planned to move toward Reading.  This would cut off
the army from the stores in Reading as well as the iron forges build-
ing the cannons.

Colonel Phillip Antes was commissioned in the 6th Battalion of the
Pennsylvania Militia and is believed to have assisted Washington
in choosing the area of “Forkners Swamp (Falkner) about 4 miles
from Potts Grove”, as a place to camp.  (Washington’s letter to

General Wayne, September 23,
1777.)  The choice made sense in
several ways.  First was the loca-
tion of temporary hospitals set up
sometime after the Battle of
Brandywine.  At this location, the
army could protect the Great Road
(Ridge Pike) and Swamp Road,
both leading to Reading thus pro-
tecting the stores and forges.  The
hills surrounding the area pro-
vided a strong defensive position.
It was to this area that the Com-
mander-in-Chief moved his 8,000-
man army on September 21.  Some
of the militia may have arrived as
early as the 18th as recorded in a
Maryland Officer’s journal.

Colonel Antes is credited with
many arrangements of the camp.
His house, built by his Moravian
father, Henry Antes, was
Washington’s Headquarters.
Colonel Antes, a member of the
New Hanover Church, arranged to

have this church as a temporary hospital.  Church benches were
removed and the building was readied for the wounded troops to
arrive.

Following the Paoli Massacre on September 20, the location of Gen-
eral Wayne is difficult to determine.  General Washington mentioned
in several letters from Camp Pottsgrove (New Hanover), that he was
waiting for Wayne’s arrival.  Wayne was with the army at
Pennypacker’s Mills (Schwenksville) on the 28th.  The army left Camp
Pottsgrove on the 26th.  Did Wayne arrive late on the 25th; is it pos-
sible that he stayed until the 28th?  Tradition has it that Wayne’s
troops guarded Jackson Hill (between Fagleysville and Sanatoga)

Annual Church Service

On Sunday April 30, 2006 members and guests

of the Pennsylvania Society of Sons of the Revolution

gathered for the Annual Service of Worship at the New

Hanover Lutheran Church in Gilbertsville, Pennsylva-

nia.  The service was in commemoration of the encamp-

ment of the Continental Army at Valley Forge in 1777-78

and in memory of those members of the Society who

died during the year.

The service call to worship was by The Rev.

Thomas M. Lang of the New Hanover Lutheran Church

preceded by the posting of the colors and Old Testa-

ment Lesson readings by Curtis Paul Cheyney, III and

New Testament reading by Ronald William

Fenstermacher, Jr.  The Rev. William P. Procter PSSR

Chaplain gave the meditation; Robert Bacon Krogstad

read the necrology.

Following the service 120 members and guests

gathered at Bella Vista Golf Club for dinner.

Washington at New Hanover
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This Newsletter is published by the

Pennsylvania Society of Sons of the Revolution

Office Hours

Monday - Friday

9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Phone

215-545-1888

Fax

215-545-1777

Email

pssr@amrev.org

Phone Let Freedom Ring

1-800-330-1776

Email Let Freedom Ring

lfr@amrev.org

Let Freedom Ring Website

www.let-freedom-ring.org

Newsletter Committee

Wm. Murray Gordon, Editor

Dr. James B. Congdon

Peter L.H. Byrne

Members are invited to submit articles for inclusion in the Membership

Milestones column to the Society office.  Photographs cannot be re-

turned.
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during the Pottsgrove Camp.

Behind these hills, Washington conducted a Council of War on Sep-
tember 23.  Seven Major Generals and six Brigadier Generals at-
tended.  Washington first informed them of the enemy fording the
Schuylkill the previous night and marching toward Philadelphia.
The Council was of the opinion that, from the present state of the
army, it would not be advisable to advance upon the enemy, but
remain upon this ground or in the neighborhood until detachments
and expected reinforcements could arrive.  This was a surprise to
Lafayette and the town of Bethlehem, where he was recuperating.
They expected a full retreat to their town.

The camp at Pottsgrove was the result of General Washington choos-
ing to guard Reading and the army stores over defending Philadel-
phia.  The soldiers were poorly supplied with clothes and food.
Their morale was extremely low after being defeated in battle and
chased by the enemy, while here they endured endless rain as well
as other extreme hardships. Therefore, it was from Camp Pottsgrove,
Fagleysville Heights, Falkners Swamp Church, the Antes House,
and area farms that General Washington’s troops left on September
26, the same day the British occupied Philadelphia.  The first stop
of Washington’s Army was at Pennypacker’s Mill, followed by many
others as they advanced toward the enemy occupying Philadelphia.

IN
MEMORIAM

Name Pa ID Born Died Elected 

Ralph W. Flint, Jr. 5156 5-18-1925 6-3-2006 1-9-1975 

Robert Martin Hanson, Sr. 4801 1-28-1933 2-27-2006 1-9-1969 

Philip Appleton Heaver, Sr.  5931 4-12-1915 2-18-2006 10-9-1996 

Gustave Adolph Heckscher II 5340 11-04-1915 8-16-2006 11-4-1978 

William Woodward Sellers 5510 4-7-1921 6-3-2006 6-10-1982 

James Hazlett Stevenson III 5054 9-15-1935 4-14-2006 6-21-1973 

 




