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2006 Washington Birthday

History in the Making
In 2004, George came to the party for our members and
guests to see him after his visit to the spa for some preservation
work that had been completed.  All in attendance were elated
to receive an ornament modeled after the Rembrandt Peale
portrait now on exhibit at the Mitchner Museum in
Doylestown.  In 2005, Anthony Wayne sent his swords for
everyone’s viewing pleasure.

This year’s George Washington Birthday Party promises to
bring some more surprises for those in attendance.  The
Serenaders, who appeared at the Musket Ball for everyone’s
musical entertainment, will appear again at our February
event.  They were highly requested by those in attendance
at the Musket Ball to come back for a repeat performance.
Come and enjoy a night of dancing to what is considered to
be one of our best orchestras yet.  Your committee has also
decided to extend the open bar into after dinner hours to
celebrate this history making event.

The surprises, however, do not end there. The history of
George Washington and our forefathers is well known to all
as is the fight for the independence of our great nation and
its freedoms.  The Declaration of Independence will always
be known as one of the greatest documents ever written.
The Liberty Bell, despite its crack, is our nation’s revered
icon as the symbol of all our freedoms.  As all our members
are aware, the tapping of the Liberty Bell at 2:00 PM each
July 4th continues to honor those freedoms we hold and use
daily as citizens of this great country.  As time marches on
those freedoms become even more relevant to us during a
period when the world is in significant turmoil. From 1776
to the  present, our nation has preserved and protected the
goals and work of George Washington, our forefathers and
our historical icons. At this year’s party, Washington and
our other forefathers would be proud to see the special
presentation that will take place. There will be another
surprise for our members and guests, one that continues the
preservation of a great symbol to this nation.

George would be proud and honored on his birthday to see
that the surprise Presenter and the Sons continue to protect
and guard what he and our forefathers brought to fruition for
future generations of these United States. We have invited
some special guests who will add some extra excitement to
the evening. What better way to say Happy Birthday to
George Washington?

Don’t forget to mark down February 18th in your calendar to
celebrate a gala occasion at the Union League of Philadelphia.
If you would like to plan a table ahead of time, please note
that table seating will be ten per table.  If you have not received
your invitation by the end of January, please contact the
Society Office at 215-545-1888.

Trivia Question: When the Declaration of Independence was
first read to the colonist, who rang the Liberty Bell?

“Little Patriots”

Little Patriots Mark Thomas Foreman
and Jackson Ray Welch Abell with their

fathers Matthew Foreman, Christian Abell and
Grandfather the Hon. Richard B. Abell
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The New Year 2006 is upon us.  Our Society has much to be
proud of, and much work to be done.   Our efforts with the
Let Freedom Ring Celebration, its organization, and the
formation of the LFR Foundation, Inc. have brought your
society to the forefront of patriotic lineage organizations in
Philadelphia.  It is interesting that our research has shown
that we have enjoyed this reputation and visibility since the
Society’s founding, but this was largely not known to our
membership.  Just as our forebearers gave of themselves to
attain freedom, so have the members of our society given of
their time, talent and fortunes to keep the memory and the
principles alive.

Now comes the hard part.  We have been inadequate in
developing new members.  While the world has continued to
get busier, and our children have pursued their own interests,
we have not led them to join our organization to help with
the effort of celebrating our freedoms.  Perhaps, along with
cajoling our children, we can actively pursue those potentially
eligible men in the forty to sixty age group. These men have
achieved a certain status and stability in their lives, and
developing their genealogical roots, and finding their history
may be of increasing interest.  We are attempting to make
the genealogical process easier on the applicants and their
proposers, so please try to move some of your friends and
acquaintances to join.

To that end, we have recently commissioned Pennsylvania
Society Polo Shirts, in yellow with our logo in blue and white.
We also have generic Sons of the Revolution hats.  Please
get a shirt and hat and do a little advertising for your Society.
Examples may be seen on our website, with the ordering
particulars there.

In closing, we have recently created a direct e-mail address
for me, president@amrev.org.  I welcome your comments
and suggestions, and will attempt to respond.  I look forward
to seeing you at the Washington Birthday Ball.  Happy New
Year!

Respectfully,

Harland W. Johnson

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

PSSR
Office Hours

Monday - Friday
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Phone
215-545-1888

Fax
215-545-1777

Email
pssr@amrev.org

Let Freedom Ring
1-800-330-1776

Let Freedom Ring Website
www.let-freedom-ring.org
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New Members' Reception

One of the major goals of your Society is to ensure its future
through new members.  Without members recruiting and
proposing new members, we would not be able to conduct
our current membership events and special projects, including
the Let Freedom Ring Celebration, our biggest public event.

Again this year, Captain Smith and the Color Guard have
been kind enough to sponsor the New Members Reception.
You should be receiving a letter shortly regarding its details.
It will be:

Thursday, February 9, 2006
5:45 PM

McMichael Room,
Union League of Philadelphia

Your Board and its Managers, along with member proposers
and seconders, will have the opportunity to meet prospective
applicants in addition to new members who have joined the
Society in the last year.

In addition, an incentive program for recruiting is being
implemented and is as follows:  A member who proposes
one new member will receive the new Society polo shirt;
three new members and the proposer will receive the Society
(gold filled) miniature medal; and five new members and the
proposer will receive the Society cuff links.  The proposer
will receive items only after the applicant is accepted for
membership and the necessary fees are paid in full.

We invite you to join the membership drive along with the
Board of Managers!

2006 Annual Meeting & Dinner
The Secretary and his committee wish to announce that
preparations are being made for the Society’s Annual
Meeting, to be followed by a buffet dinner for members.
This event provides an opportunity for us all to hear about
the actions of the Board of Managers, to review the Sons’
events of the past year, and to hear about the Society’s future
plans as we conduct the business of the Society.   It is also
an occasion where members can meet and socialize with
friends, old and new.  The meeting will take place in the
Lincoln Hall of the Union League in Philadelphia at 5:00
p.m. on April 13, 2006. Prior to the meeting, the Colors will
be presented by the Color Guard. The agenda to follow will
include reports of the officers, election of new officers and
the introduction of new members with their proposers.  All
current members are welcome and encouraged to attend.
We look forward to seeing you there!

2006 Annual Meeting
and Dinner

April 13, 2006
The Union League

5:00 PM

Please plan to attend to review this year’s
events and to socialize with both old and

new friends.

Meeting Schedule

Election of new Officers and President
Introduction of New Members
Reading of the 2005 Minutes

Cocktail Hour
Dinner

The Colors and Standards will be
presented by the Color Guard led by

Captain Richard D. Smith.

The Board and the Society look forward
to seeing you at this enjoyable event!
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2006 Annual Church Service

New Hanover Lutheran Church

A Brief History of the Church

The New Hanover Evangelical Lutheran Church was
founded in 1700 by Daniel Falckner. He gathered the
German immigrant Lutherans living between the Schuylkill
River and what is now Pennsburg to form a congregation.
He was followed by a number of “circuit” pastors who served
a number of congregations. Among them was Henry
Melchior Muhlenberg who arrived in 1742. He was a
dynamic leader who enabled the congregation to grow while
he served other congregations. Pastor Muhlenberg was also
instrumental in organizing the congregations in the area into
a synod (regional organization), Ministerium of Pennsylvania.

In 1768, the congregation built the stone building currently
being used for worship. Prior to that, they worshipped in
log buildings. During the War for American Independence,
the building was used as a temporary hospital during the
retreat of Washington’s army following the battle at
Brandywine.

Frederick Augustus Muhlenberg, son of Henry, served the
congregation from 1777 through 1778 before he entered
government service in the Continental Congress and then,
in the First Congress of the United States where he became
the first Speaker of the House of Representatives.

In the years following, the congregation prospered and was
served by a number of able pastors. Extensive growth
brought about a major building program in the 1950’s. The
Parish house was dedicated in 1951. The Parish House
Annex was dedicated in 1957.

New Hanover’s history shows evidence of God’s continuing
grace. It was given a significant role in the birth of the Lutheran
Church in America, as well as the birth of the nation itself.
Fifty Revolutionary War veterans are buried in the New
Hanover cemetery.

Now, the congregation is looking forward to moving ahead
with a dynamic ministry into the 21st century. It has been
blessed with clergy who enthusiastically answered the call
to “go forth”, and whose work has nurtured growth while
keeping its tradition as a “family church”.

Annual Church Service and Dinner

NEW HANOVER LUTHERAN CHURCH

April 30, 2006, 4:00 PM

2941 Lutheran Road
Gilbertsville, PA

610-326-1335

Followed by a dinner at the
Bella Vista Golf Club

3031 Fagleysville Road
Gilbertsville, PA

New Hanover Lutheran Church
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The Lancaster Chapter of PSSR held its annual National
Capital Day celebration on September 27th at the newly
created Binns Park in downtown Lancaster. Chapter
officers participated in the 228th observance of the meeting
in Lancaster of the Continental Congress following its flight
from the British invasion of Philadelphia.  The J.P.
McCaskey High School Band played musical selections,
and Lancaster Mayor Charles Smithgall fired his large
cannon to the delight of several hundred persons in
attendance.  The members of the Lancaster County
Chapter and their guests repaired to the Hamilton Club
for a luncheon.  Mayor Smithgall and Chapter Treasurer,
Jack Loose, spoke of the significance of the event.

The November 14th meeting of the Lancaster County
Chapter featured Mary Levine who spoke to the chapter
members on the archeological “dig” at the Thaddeus
Stevens House in Lancaster.  Jack Loose presented a
background talk on the significance of Thaddeus Stevens,
the Civil War era Congressman who represented Lancaster
in Congress.  Regent, Dr. John Gareis, presided at both
chapter events.

              A TIME OF REMEMBRANCE

Let Freedom Ring’s growth brings many opportunities and
honors to our Society.  Immediately following this year’s
celebration the Society Office was contacted by Carmella
Laspada, Director for the White House Commission on
Remembrance.  Our Society’s mission to always remember
the sacrifices made by our forefathers in granting the freedoms
we enjoy today is further enhanced by working along with
the Commission to get that message across the land.  Let
Freedom Ring has now been linked with the website,
www.remembrance.gov, and they with Let Freedom Ring,
www.let-freedom-ring.org.

The Commission will be sponsoring a special ceremony, A
Time of Remembrance, to be held at the Washington
Monument on the Mall, on Sunday, May 21st, in Washington
D.C.  The ceremony is honoring those who died in service
to our country since the founding of our Nation, with a special
tribute to America’s fallen from Afghanistan and Iraq.
Families who have lost loved ones have been invited from all
over the United States and its territories.  Captain Richard
Smith, along with our Color Guard, will be parading the
Colors for this very special event.

If members would like to attend the ceremony, please contact
the Society Office at 215-545-1888 by May 1st.  If enough
members request to attend, the Society will charter a bus.
The cost will be $30 per person.  A decision to charter a bus
or not will be made by May 3rd.  The staff will be happy to
assist you with information and any updates concerning
the ceremony.

Captain's Corner

Lancaster Chapter News

One Ship, Maybe Two?
As Let Freedom Ring grows in reputation around the
country, it also provides the Society with some nice
surprises. Our relationship with the Atlantic Fleet in
Norfolk keeps growing stronger each year.  Last year
we were honored to welcome the USS Cole, which
arrived on June 30th in honor of our Let Freedom Ring
Celebration on July 4th.

2006 promises to bring more surprises.  We already know
the name of one ship destined to Philadelphia, but for
security reasons we have to keep it a secret.  If this ship
can truly get here as scheduled, not only will this be a
surprise, but other surprises are in store as well.

Wouldn’t it be nice to host two ships instead of one?  This
might be a possibility!  More news will follow in our
Spring Newsletter.

Keep June 30th open to help welcome our Navy visitors
to town at Penn’s Landing. Some exciting things are
planned for their welcome.

www.amrev.org
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Let Freedom Ring 2006 Promotion

Make sure to save July 4th on your calendar for the annual
Let Freedom Ring celebration. This is a special time when
we remember and honor those who fought for the freedoms
we have today.  Bring your family and invite your friends.
The Society has an exciting event in store for you that will be
both fun and memorable for the whole family.

Our theme this year is:

“Children, the Future Bearers of Liberty”

We are planning two special activities for the children this
year. The first is a unique program for children produced by
Once Upon A Nation at the National Constitution Center.
The second is “the parade of children”. The parade will
begin at the Constitution Center and end at the Independence
Hall area where the celebration will take place.  The parade
will include our Color Guard, marching bands, dignitaries,
families of the Sons’, and all others who wish to join.

The event will include two choral groups comprised of
over 300 voices, including one group led by Pennsylvania’s
Teacher of the Year, a band, and the participation of several
of our members’ sons. We will also have a visit from a very
special guest as well as a very historic presentation. See up-
coming newsletter for details. This is one event you don’t
want to miss.

2006 Let Freedom Ring
Let Freedom Ring Foundation

LFR Foundation, Inc. Becomes a Reality

In early December the organizational meeting of the LFR
Foundation was held at the Radnor Hotel. The first order
of business was to elect officers. Winchell Smith Carroll
was elected President, Harland Wetmore Johnson –
Treasurer, Curtis Paul Cheyney, III, Esq – Secretary and
Ronald William Fenstermacher, Jr., Esq. – Counselor.
Other Board Members include Richard Dana Smith, Sr.
and Leif Andrew Zetterberg. Mr. Fenstermacher reported
that he has completed all the paper work necessary to
incorporate and to receive IRS approval to raise funds.

Let Freedom Ring is already the most important patriotic
event on Independence Day. The mission of the LFR
Foundation is to expand  the number of sites taking part
in the celebration and to make Let Freedom Ring the
most well known celebration on the 4th of July.

The only other events that are more well known nationally
on the 4th are the celebration on the Mall in Washington,
DC, the Boston Pops and, incredibly, the Nathan’s Hot Dog
Eating Contest at Coney Island in New York.

While members of the PSSR will always hold a majority of
the Board positions on the LFR Foundation, we will be able
to recruit nationally known patriots and outside sources of
funding which we can use to promote the event nationally.
We would be happy to receive your suggestions on potential
outside board members.
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2005 Musket Ball
The 2005 Saratoga Yorktown Anniversary celebration,
commonly known as "The Musket Ball", was held at the
Philadelphia Cricket Club. Attendance was good and all
enjoyed the sounds of the Serenaders.

Captain Richard Smith presenting the Colors
to PSSR President Harland Johnson

Chuck and Veronica Smith, President Johnson,
Kathryn Coriell and Win Carroll

Diane and Budd Hallberg, from Gettysberg, PA,
 attending their first Musket Ball

Dr. William Firth and his wife Debbie

Dr. David Humphrey and his wife
Gayla McCloskey
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    9 February New Members Reception

Union League of Philadelphia

Philadelphia, PA

  18 February George Washington’s Birthday Party

Union League of Philadelphia

Philadelphia, PA

  13 April Annual Meeting

Union League of Philadelphia

Philadelphia, PA

  30 April Annual Church Service

New Hanover Lutheran Church

Gilbertsville, PA

  21 May A Time of Remembrance

Washington Monument

Washington, DC

 30 June LFR Navy Fleet Welcome

Penn’s Landing

Philadelphia, PA

   4 July Let Freedom Ring Celebration

Independence Hall

Philadelphia, PA

2006 Calendar of Events

Pennsylvania Society of Sons of the Revolution
121 South Broad Street - Suite 1910
Philadelphia, PA  19107

This Newsletter is published by the

Pennsylvania Society of Sons of the Revolution

Newsletter Committee

Philip Schuyler Pyne, Co-Editor
James Henry Martin, Co-Editor

Winchell Smith Carroll
Edwin Sipler Hart, III

John Ward Willson Loose
John Thomas Showler

Members are invited to submit articles for inclusion
in the Society Newsletter. Photographs cannot be

returned.

                                                                                     www.amrev.org

PRESORTED
FIRST-CLASS MAIL

US POSTAGE
PAID

TRENTON, NJ
PERMIT NO. 114

Return Service Requested




