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September Membership Reception
Above left:  P.S.S.R. Board members Ben R. Wolfe and Winchell
A. Carroll flank new member John E. James and his daughter,
Dr. Marion Lane.  Above right:  Board member Francis E.
Peltier with his sons David (left) and Michael (right).  Below
left:  P.S.S.R. member Herbert K. Zearfoss welcomes new
member Ronald W. Keillor III and his wife, Michelle.

On September 13th, 2007, recent and prospective P.S.S.R. mem-
bers gathered for our annual Membership Reception.  This recep-
tion was planned and sponsored by the P.S.S.R. Membership Com-
mittee with the generous support of the Color Guard and was held
following the September Board of Managers meeting.  More than
ninety people were in attendance in the Banquet Room of the Union
League of Philadelphia.  The Membership Committee and the
Board were pleased with the excellent turnout that included nearly
fifty P.S.S.R. members, twelve of which are new members, ten
already proposed applicants and at least fifteen prospective appli-
cants.  This distinguished group enjoyed hors d’oeuvres, refresh-
ments and, especially, the camaraderie of the Society.  The Board
of Managers, the Membership Committee and the Color Guard
hope this annual reception will become a tradition to provide a
small example of what our new and prospective members can ex-
pect from the Society.

—Robert J. McNelly

ANNUAL MEETING ON APRIL 17!

The Society’s Annual Meeting for members is scheduled for
Thursday, April 17, 2008 at the Union League.  A review of the
year and elections are on the agenda.  This is an excellent
opportunity to see the Color Guard with flags in formation.  A
social hour and buffet dinner will top off the evening.  Please
plan to attend.  Participate in our tradition.  Look for the reser-
vation form to be mailed soon.

—Lanny R. Patten, Secretary

Beginning fall with a splash
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Washington's Birthday

The annual

George Washington's Birthday Party
is just around the corner, scheduled for the evening

of February 23, 2007 at the Union League of Philadel-
phia.  Invitations were mailed in January.

Responding to last year’s sell-out program, this year’s focus will
again be eighteenth century dining. The committee is planning a
festive evening featuring menu items that Washington is known to
have liked, drawing upon dishes that were presented at official din-
ners during George Washington’s term as President.

The year 2008 will mark the 276th birthday of our first Presi-
dent.  Let us all celebrate what will surely be an elegant

and happy occasion that the committee hopes will far
exceed the expectations of the members of the

Society and their guests.

. . . from the Color Guard . . .
The Pennsylvania Society’s Color Guard traveled to New York City in late September to
visit Fraunces Tavern.  Fraunces Tavern was built as a private home in 1719 and was a
popular tavern during the Revolutionary War.  There, General Washington said farewell to
his officers in 1783.  Afterwards, it served many purposes from the eighteenth century until
1904 when it was purchased and restored by the Sons of the Revolution in the State of
New York who opened a museum there in 1907.  It also served as headquarters for the
General Society of Sons of the Revolution for many years until their move to Indepen-
dence, Missouri.

On a spectacular Friday evening, the Guard was hosted by our S.R.N.Y. Color Guard
colleagues. We enjoyed cocktails, dinner and a private exhibition of paintings by John
Ward Dunsmore.  The museum’s collection includes 45 Dunsmore paintings that illustrate
important events of the Revolutionary War.  The P.S.S.R. Color Guard provided funding for
the restoration of five of these paintings for the Fraunces Tavern Museum in 2006 and
2007 as one of its special projects.

This has been a big year for restoration. After the Color Guard moved its collection of flags
to the Society offices on Broad Street, we began to look at flags which had been taken “out
of service” because they were in such poor repair. Through the efforts of Second Lieuten-
ant and Flag Chairman Lewis Graham we have successfully restored or repaired a number
of magnificent flags that we will now be able to carry at Society events.  One interesting
finding was a banner with a beautifully embroidered head of George Washington on a blue
silk ground with the dates of his birth and death.  This banner is now “at the shop” and we
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Annual Church Service

The Church of the Redeemer in Bryn Mawr will serve
as the setting for this year’s Annual Church Service, to
be held on Sunday, April 27, 2008.  This service is
held in remembrance and gratitude for the men at Val-
ley Forge, who, by virtue of their sacrifice, helped our
Nation achieve its freedom.  We also will remember
with thanksgiving those Society members who rested
from their earthly labors during 2007.  Following the
church service, we shall gather at the Gulph Mills Coun-
try Club for cocktails and dinner. Please highlight this
event on your calendars.  Invitations with full details
will be mailed to the membership prior to the event.

—W. Murray Gordon

In front of Fraunces Tavern are:  W. Gillmur Tyson, Francis J.
Bowden III (kneeling), Dr. W. Steven Mark, James W. Marvin, Jr.,
Coleman Sellers VI, Richard L.Walkup, Jr. (standing, front),
Andrew J. Salisbury II, Robert B. Krogstad II, Robert R. Van
Gulick, Jr., Jonathan H. Fitzgerald, Montgomery Harris III and
Anthony Morris VI (standing, back).

Continued on page 7

hope to have it restored in time to hang it at the Washington’s
Birthday Ball.  I have not been able to find out anything about its
history but have a number of old Color Guard records to peruse to
try to determine its provenance.  I suspect it was commissioned by
the Guard in the early 20th century to be used at celebrations of
Washington’s Birthday.

The Color Guard has also taken on the expense of restoring the flag
that was carried by then Captain (and later Admiral) Robert Peary
on his expedition to the northern most tip of Greenland in 1891-92
prior to his expedition to the North Pole in 1909.  Once the flag is
properly conserved, it will be put on permanent display (for the
first time in 100 years!) at the Academy of Natural Sciences where
it will be seen by hundreds of thousands of visitors each year.

--Dr. W. Steven Mark, Captain

New Citizens Ceremonies

The Pennsylvania Society of Sons of the Revolution participated
in two recent New Citizens Ceremonies on November 15 and De-
cember 13, 2007.  Both were held at 10:30 a.m. in the Ceremonial
Courtroom (1st floor), Federal Courthouse at 6th & Market Streets,
Philadelphia.

The Honorable Louis H. Pollack officiated at the November cer-
emony and invited his wife, Dr. Katherine W. Pollack, retired Vice
Dean of the College of General Studies at the University of Penn-
sylvania, as guest speaker for the event.  Both Judge Pollack and
Dr. Pollack provided important historical comments on the United
States as well as guidance and advice for the 87 people from 33

countries who were naturalized.  Jane L. Dalton, Esq., Chancellor of
the Philadelphia Bar Association, offered remarks as well.

In December, Judge Cynthia M. Rufe officiated, inviting Anthony
B. Haller, Esquire, of Blank Rome and Scott F. Cooper, Esquire, Vice
Chancellor-Elect of the Philadelphia Bar Association to speak. Both
individuals contributed valuable insights and perspectives to our
newest citizens.

Participants in both ceremonies enjoyed cake and punch at a recep-
tion organized by the co-chairs of the New Citizens Committee, W.
Murray Gordon and Benjamin Leavenworth with the assistance of
the Society secretary, Barbara Dickenson.  As an added treat, Banjo
Joe provided his unique musical entertainment.

—W. Murray Gordon

COURT-MARTIAL MAN

In the service records of several qualifying ancestors in the Penn-
sylvania militia, there is the rank of “court-martial man” – a rank
whose definition has been generally lost to historians.  Most people
are familiar with the various ranks of commissioned and non-com-
missioned officers in the armies of the Continental Line and state
militias of the American Revolution, as many of these ranks have
continued little changed to the present. But what is a “court-martial
man?”

On 17 March 1777, the Pennsylvania Assembly passed “An Act to
Regulate the Militia of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania”.  This
act called for “…one reputable freeholder in the city of Philadelphia



PAGE 4PAGE 4PAGE 4PAGE 4PAGE 4 PENNSYLVANIA SOCIETY OF SONS OF THE REVOLUTIONPENNSYLVANIA SOCIETY OF SONS OF THE REVOLUTIONPENNSYLVANIA SOCIETY OF SONS OF THE REVOLUTIONPENNSYLVANIA SOCIETY OF SONS OF THE REVOLUTIONPENNSYLVANIA SOCIETY OF SONS OF THE REVOLUTION WINTER 2008WINTER 2008WINTER 2008WINTER 2008WINTER 2008

3

1

2

4

To celebrate the Allies’ victories at Saratoga and Yorktown, the Pennsylvania
Society of Sons of the Revolution returned to the elegant Merion Cricket Club
in Haverford on October 13th to hold its annual Musket Ball.  Upon arrival,
members of the Society and guests enjoyed cocktails, hors d’oeuvres and jo-
vial conversation.

Prior to a dinner of filet and crab, the P.S.S.R. Color Guard eagle
flag-bearers, led by Dr. W. Steven Mark, Captain of the

Color Guard, presented the colors.  There followed
toasts proposed by the P.S.S.R. vice presidents.

Finally, crème brûlée and after dinner cordials
completed the sumptuous meal.

For the balance of the evening, swirling
couples filled the ballroom, dancing to the
entertaining and lively Scott Romig Band
who rounded out the memorable evening
with its lively and entertaining music.  A
special word of thanks is due to Captain
Mark and the Color Guard for underwriting
the entertainment for the evening.

Following the phenomenal success of this
year’s sold out Musket Ball, the Merion
Cricket Club has been selected for the 2008
event as well.  Saturday, October 18th, 2008
has been reserved.  We recommend that you
make a note of this on your calendars.

—Ben R. Wolf and Edward R. W. Kellogg

The Musket Ball at the Merion CrThe Musket Ball at the Merion CrThe Musket Ball at the Merion CrThe Musket Ball at the Merion CrThe Musket Ball at the Merion Cr
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Younger Members News
Are you a Younger Member of the P.S.S.R., an active member from 18
to 40 years old?  The Younger Members Committee, chaired by Harvard
C. Wood IV, has been looking at the coming year and we have tenta-
tively planned some great events.

February 23rd is the annual Washington’s Birthday Ball at the Union
League.  The Younger Members Committee subsidizes the subscrip-
tion price for younger members and their guests under the age of 40.
We do this to make it easier and more affordable for the Younger
Members to attend this great party.  Invitations have been mailed.
Make sure to mark your response card “YOUNGER MEMBER”.

On April 4th we will be holding our third annual “Night at the Fights”.
For the last two years a group of younger members and guests have
met at in Philadelphia, and enjoyed a dinner and drinks before heading
of the legendary Blue Horizon to witness some great professional
boxing.  The subscription price will be $50.00 to include dinner and
drinks, transportation and tickets to the event.  DO NOT MISS THIS.
Limited tickets will be available, so be sure to sign up when you re-
ceive the invitation.

On Saturday May 17th we are planning to host a tailgate picnic, rail-
side for great steeplechase viewing, at the Radnor Hunt Races in
Malvern.  This is an opportunity to treat your family to a wonderful,
exciting afternoon.  Mark your calendars accordingly.

Invitations and details describing each of the events will be mailed
prior to the date.  If at any time you have questions or ideas regarding
anything the Younger Members are doing or planning please call
Harvard C. Wood IV (610-644-7127) any time.

—Harvard C. Wood IV

Pictured at the left are:  1.  Lori and
Murray Gordon.  2.  Andrea
Leavenworth and Christi McNelly.  3.
Justin Leavenworth, David Ermine and
Robert McNelly.  4.  Robert Kilgore and
Amanda Muckle.  5.  Richard Smith and
Peter Adams.  6.  President Ronald
Fenstermacher with eagle bearers
Coleman Sellers, Montgomery Harris
and Robert Van Gulick.  7.  Karin and
Nicholas Roosevelt.








